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1. Section-A: Significant Development(s)  

1.1. Civil-Military Tussle Intensified! 

Civil-military tussle further intensified when Army Chief Gen Qamar Bajwa addressing a 

seminar on 11 October, commented on Pakistan’s economic issues and rising debt. While 

addressing a seminar on the interplay of economy and security jointly organized by ISPR and 

Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry, he was quoted by ISPR as saying 

that Pakistan needs to expand its tax base, bring in financial discipline and ensure continuity of 

economic policies to be able to break the begging bowl.  He said, "The economy is showing 

mixed indicators. Growth has picked up but the debts are sky high. Infrastructure and energy 

have improved considerably but the current account balance is not in our favour". "We have to 

continuously ensure a viable balance between economy and security," the army chief said, 

focusing on the security-economy nexus.1 The statement of ISPR chief on the following day 

added fuel to the fire when he said that “If Pakistan’s economy is not bad, it’s not good either” 

that infuriated Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal who on 13 October, urged DG ISPR to refrain from 

making comments on the national economy. “Such irresponsible statements can dent 

Pakistan’s global image,” the minister said in a statement to the media.2 

 Clarifying the statement of Army Chief, DG ISPR in a press conference on 14 October, 

said, "I was disappointed as a soldier and as a citizen of Pakistan. We conducted a seminar with 

the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry. There were three former 

finance ministers, one former State Bank governor [in attendance]. The army chief gave a 

keynote address. I talked about it in my beeper [to a private TV channel] as well," he recounted. 

"The Pakistan Army is a state institution and it is very important to sit and talk about things," 

he explained. "Never did I say that Pakistan's economy has been destroyed or something of 

that sort," he clarified. "We have all done a lot of work for the economy. And I have said the 

same thing: we have to sit together. It is a very simple [request]: that everyone needs to 

cooperate," he said. "Last year, the taxes recovered were only 39pc, and from private sector 

the recovery was only 40pc. It is too meagre," he said. "That is all I said — that the tax base 

                                                            
1 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363138/bajwa-urges-govt-to-expand-tax-base-in-order-to-break-begging-bowl  
2 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363753/ahsan-urges-army-spokesman-not-to-comment-on-economy  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1363138/bajwa-urges-govt-to-expand-tax-base-in-order-to-break-begging-bowl
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363753/ahsan-urges-army-spokesman-not-to-comment-on-economy
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needs to be increased — and I stand by it," he concluded. "There is no threat to democracy 

from the Pakistan Army; [but] there could be a threat to democracy if its [democracy's] 

requirements are not being met," he said. "I want to add that there needs to be stability. The 

government needs to continue and an established democratic system needs to continue." "I 

have to say this because there are a lot of rumours about martial law and [the installation of  a] 

technocratic government”.3 

 It seems that such issues and misunderstanding prop up due to uneasy relations 

between civilian and military leadership and both sides prefer to vent their anger and 

frustration through media instead of discussing issues privately as is the norm the world over. 

Now there seems to be a realization that publicly expressing views are not helpful and some 

reconciliatory statements have also come out. Another issue that might be a bone of 

contention is the reported statement of Foreign Minister who while talking ay TV program after 

US visit stated that he offered the US joint operation against Haqqani network. “We have 

offered American authorities to visit Pakistan with evidence of Haqqani network’s safe havens 

in the country. If they find any activity [of Haqqanis] in the targeted areas, our troops along 

with the US would destroy them once and for all,” Asif told anchor Javed Chaudhry on 

the Express News show Kal Tak.4 Contrary to this assertions, Pakistan had always rejected any 

prospect of joint operation and instead asked for sharing intelligence for Pakistani forces to 

take action. Similarly, while discussing the release of Canadian-American couple from militants’ 

captivity, DG ISPR said that there is no concept of ‘joint operations’ on Pakistani soil and 

credited intelligence sharing for the recovery of the kidnapped Canadian-Americans in a 

“coordinated operation”. He added that whatever has to be done by Pakistan on its land is 

done by Pakistan itself.5  The issue also highlights lack of coordination among various 

institutions in addition to lack of understanding by the current political dispensations dealing 

with foreign policy issues. There is a perception among some of the political observers that 

Foreign Minister Khawaja Asif is the provoker latest civil-military tussle. On the other hand, 

there is also a perception that military is creating an environment to take over. This scribe 

                                                            
3 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363792/democracy-has-nothing-to-fear-from-pakistan-army-dg-ispr  
4 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1526969/pakistan-offers-us-joint-operation-haqqani-network-asif/  
5 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529831/army-says-joint-operation-pakistans-soil-question/  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1363792/democracy-has-nothing-to-fear-from-pakistan-army-dg-ispr
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1526969/pakistan-offers-us-joint-operation-haqqani-network-asif/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529831/army-says-joint-operation-pakistans-soil-question/
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believes that there are no apparent chances of military take over due to variety of internal and 

external reasons while there is also a growing perception in the military that such takeover has 

been counter-productive for the country in addition to being negative for image of Armed 

Forces.  

1.2. Pak-US Relations: Optimism Dominates Cynicism for Now 

Relations between Pakistan and the US increasingly normalizing as high level visits and 

talks between Pakistan and the US resumed. Interior Minister also visited the US following a 

visit from Pakistan of the Foreign Minister. Similarly, an interagency US delegation led by Lisa 

Curtis, deputy assistant to the president and National Security Council senior director for South 

Asia, visited Islamabad and held talks with Foreign Secretary and Army Chief. The US delegation 

included the acting assistant secretary of state, Ambassador Alice Wells, acting Assistant 

Secretary of Defence David Helvey and other senior officials from the Departments of State and 

Defence. 

Pakistan not only seemed concerned about Indian role in new US strategy but also 

shown concerns on the US casting doubts on CPEC. On 11 October, Interior Minister Ahsan 

Iqbal urged the US not to look at CPEC from the Indian perspective as it was an economic plan 

for bringing peace and stability to South Asia and adjacent regions and not a security strategy. 

Mr Iqbal urged the US to deal with Pakistan on its own merit, instead of tagging it to other 

states and issues in the region. “CPEC is not a conspiracy against anyone. It is not a security 

plan. It’s a plan for economic prosperity, which is bringing investment in the energy, 

infrastructure and other key sectors,” said Mr Iqbal when reminded of US objections to the 

plan to build a corridor.6 

During meeting, on 12 October, of visiting US delegation, Pakistan and the US agreed to 

continue bilateral engagement at all levels and reinvigorate relationship to achieve the 

common objective of defeating terrorism. Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua led the Pakistani 

side during talks at the Foreign Office. Those who assisted her in the meeting included senior 

                                                            
6 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363178/dont-look-at-cpec-from-indian-perspective-pakistan-asks-us  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1362843/taking-sides-on-cpec
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363178/dont-look-at-cpec-from-indian-perspective-pakistan-asks-us
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officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other relevant departments. “The two sides 

reviewed the state of play in the relationship in wake of the US strategy on Afghanistan and 

South Asia and agreed to continue discussions on all matters of mutual interest”, a statement 

issued by the Foreign Office said.7 Separately, ISPR in statement said that Army Chief General 

Bajwa highlighted the concerns of Pakistan regarding peace and stability in the region in front 

of a delegation. According to ISPR statement, the army chief reiterated that "Pakistan has done 

its best despite constraints, and shall continue its efforts for the sake of the future of Pakistan 

and in line with the aspirations of Pakistani people." The delegation, comprising Lisa Curtis, 

Ambassador Alice G. Wells, Ambassador David Hale and others representatives briefed the 

army chief on contours of the US strategy in South Asia. The discussion focused on regional 

security situation including Afghanistan and that how Pakistan has positively contributed 

towards peace and stability in the region, ISPR said. The delegation appreciated and 

acknowledged Pakistan Army's contributions and Pakistan’s sacrifices in the war against 

terrorism.8 

The same day when the US delegation was in Pakistan and holding meeting with 

Pakistani officials, Pakistan Army claimed that it had recovered "safe and sound" a family of 

foreign hostages from the custody of a terrorist outfit after it received and acted on intelligence 

shared by the US. The hostages included a Canadian man, his American wife and their three 

children. The hostages were recovered "through an intelligence-based operation by Pakistani 

troops and intelligence agencies". "US intelligence agencies had been tracking them and shared 

their shifting across to Pakistan on October 11, 2017, through the Kurram Agency border," ISPR 

said. "The success [of the operation] underscores the importance of timely intelligence sharing 

and Pakistan's continued commitment towards fighting this menace [of terrorism] through 

cooperation between two forces against a common enemy," the ISPR handout said.9 

The recovery of kidnapped foreign nationals created much optimism which can be 

gauged from the fact that the US President himself thanked Pakistan for their safe recovery. 

                                                            
7 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363481/us-sends-high-level-delegation-in-move-to-repair-relations  
8 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363377  
9 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363363  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1363481/us-sends-high-level-delegation-in-move-to-repair-relations
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363377
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363363
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President Trump said the recovery of Canadian-American couple from Taliban captivity by 

Pakistan's was a "positive moment" for US relations with Pakistan. The Pakistan government's 

cooperation is a sign that "it is honouring America's wishes for it to do more to provide security 

in the region”, Trump said in a White House statement. He added, “We hope to see this type 

of cooperation and teamwork in helping secure the release of remaining hostages and in our 

future joint counter-terrorism operations”. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said the US 

expresses “deep gratitude” to Pakistan.10 US State Department’s spokesperson Heather Nauert 

said, “I want to be clear on saying how grateful we are to the government of Pakistan. Without 

their assistance, this would not have been made possible” adding “It was critical, and we will 

certainly not forget that”. She further said, “Our overall relationship with Pakistan …We’ve 

certainly had points where that relationship has had some challenges. That relationship isn’t 

going to just turn around overnight, but this is a terrific step in the right direction”. 11 

Despite the fact that the US officials including US President appreciated release of 

hostages, however, an underlying message was “do more”, which is also an essence of the new 

US South Asian strategy. Moreover, the figuring of Haqqani network could be a thorny issue as 

indirectly linked Haqqni network with Pakistan. Is there a possibility that it was a US effort to 

project Pakistani positive image while proving her assertions that Haqqani network has 

presence in Pakistan. There are certain questions that need answers including why the US has 

not taken action on Afghan soil before the militants crossed over into Pakistani territory.  

In the meanwhile, ISPR statement stated that there is no concept of ‘joint operations’ 

on Pakistani soil while credited intelligence sharing for the recovery of the kidnapped Canadian-

Americans in a “coordinated operation”. DG ISPR’s statement added that whatever has to be 

done by Pakistan on its land is done by Pakistan itself.12 This suggested that Pakistan would not 

allow any joint operation by the US and Pakistani forces in any area falling within Pakistan. This 

also suggested that Pakistan is interested to receive more intelligence input from the US.   

                                                            
10 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363378/trump-hails-recovery-of-canadian-american-family-as-positive-
moment-in-pak-us-relations  
11 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363767/us-not-to-forget-pakistans-help-in-rescue-operation  
12 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529831/army-says-joint-operation-pakistans-soil-question/  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1363363
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363378/trump-hails-recovery-of-canadian-american-family-as-positive-moment-in-pak-us-relations
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363378/trump-hails-recovery-of-canadian-american-family-as-positive-moment-in-pak-us-relations
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363767/us-not-to-forget-pakistans-help-in-rescue-operation
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529831/army-says-joint-operation-pakistans-soil-question/
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1.3. Captain Safdar’s  Tirade Against Ahmadis: Extremists Tendency on the Rise  

On 10 October, PML-N leader retired Captain Muhammad Safdar launched into a 

virulent tirade against Pakistani while speaking in the National Assembly. He accused the faith 

group of acting against the country's interests and called for action against its members. Safdar, 

who is former PM Nawaz Sharif's son-in-law, also criticised the renaming of QAU's physics 

centre after Dr Salam, whom he called "a controversial figure that has been termed an infidel 

in light of the Constitution". He said, "These people [Ahmadis] are a threat to this country, its 

Constitution and ideology. This situation is heading towards a dangerous point," said Safdar in 

his diatribe against the community. Calling for 'action' against the community, Safdar, a former 

military serviceman, said he wanted to bring a resolution in the National Assembly calling for a 

“ban on recruitment of Qadianis [Ahmadis] in the armed forces".13 

On 12 October, PM Shahid Khaqan Abbasi disowned the statements made on the 

floor of the National Assembly by Nawaz Sharif’s son-in-law retired Captain Muhammad Safdar. 

“Neither I nor Mian sahb or the party is responsible for his views”, Abbasi said while talking 

to DawnNews, adding that “He [Safdar] should not have said what he said. No one in the party 

would agree with him.” “We should stay away from such statements which create unrest in the 

society” said Abbasi, while agreeing that being a son-in-law of Nawaz Sharif he should have 

behaved more responsibly.14 Similarly, Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal condemned hate 

speech by PML-N MNA Captain Safdar against minorities in the National Assembly (NA). The 

interior minister termed the tirade ‘tragic’. “We believe in inclusive Pakistan. Pakistan respects 

all minorities,” the interior minister added.15  The issue was also talked about DG ISPR in his 

press briefing. On the issue of religious minorities serving in the military, he said, “Pakistan 

Army is a national army. There is no rule that we will or will not only take troops of a particular 

religion just because we are a Muslim country. We proudly say that the Pakistan Army is 

emblematic of national integration. When we put on our uniform, we are brothers, irrespective 

                                                            
13 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362922/pml-ns-capt-safdar-lashes-out-against-ahmadis-faces-backlash-on-
social-media  
14 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363379/pm-abbasi-distances-himself-pml-n-from-safdars-tirade-against-
ahmadi-community  
15 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529353/pml-ns-ahsan-iqbal-calls-hate-speech-minorities-national-assembly-
tragic/  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1362922
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362922
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362922/pml-ns-capt-safdar-lashes-out-against-ahmadis-faces-backlash-on-social-media
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362922/pml-ns-capt-safdar-lashes-out-against-ahmadis-faces-backlash-on-social-media
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363379/pm-abbasi-distances-himself-pml-n-from-safdars-tirade-against-ahmadi-community
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363379/pm-abbasi-distances-himself-pml-n-from-safdars-tirade-against-ahmadi-community
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529353/pml-ns-ahsan-iqbal-calls-hate-speech-minorities-national-assembly-tragic/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529353/pml-ns-ahsan-iqbal-calls-hate-speech-minorities-national-assembly-tragic/
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of religion, province or clan.” He added that Pakistan Army reflects national demographics and 

is mostly Muslim, but with representation from all minority faiths including Christians, Hindus, 

Sikhs, and Ahmadis.16 

A detailed analysis of the statement of MNA and reaction on social media point to some 

disturbing facts. While the statement was widely criticized at the social by English speaking 

(educated) community, the response of an overwhelming majority of Urdu speaking 

community on social media was quite opposite who hailed statement of son-in-law of former 

PM. This suggested that intolerance and extremism in the country has gone high. Policy makers 

will have to take a serious note of the situation.   

2. Section-B: Anti-State Violence: Security Forces Being Targeted Specifically  

During the week, eight militant attacks were reported in which 13 people were killed and 

12 others injured. A trend of specifically targeting security forces seems to be making another 

round as five security forces personnel were among eight people killed and 10 others security 

forces personnel among 12 were injured. Self-explanatory tables and figures below show the 

comparison with previous weeks, geographical distribution of militant attacks, types of militant 

attacks, geographical impact and types of attacks and their impact.  

In Balochistan, on 8 October (Sunday), security forces found two bullet-riddled bodies in 

the Tump area of Kech district, which according to officials of Balochistan Levies were spotted by 

the people of the area. Quoting doctors at the hospital, Levies officials said that both the bodies 

were poked with multiple wounds caused by bullets fired from close range. On 9 October 

(Monday), five people, among them three members of the Shia Hazara community, were killed 

and another was injured when their vehicle came under fire on Kasi Road in Quetta. Police said 

two men on a motorbike opened fire on the van carrying vegetable sellers to the Hazar Ganji 

area. On 13 October (Friday), a tower of Pakistan Telecommunication Company limited was 

damaged in a bomb blast in the Ispilengi area of Mastung district, Levies officials said. Some 

people placed explosives under the PTCL tower and detonated it by remote control. “A portion 

                                                            
16 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529831/army-says-joint-operation-pakistans-soil-question/  

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1529831/army-says-joint-operation-pakistans-soil-question/
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of the tower was badly damaged in the blast,” Levies officials said, adding that telephone and 

internet service was suspended in a vast area of Mastung district. On the same day, unidentified 

armed men opened fire on a police patrolling party at Fakir Muhammad Road in Quetta, killing a 

cop and injuring two security men as well as a child. 

In FATA, on 9 October (Monday), three soldiers were killed and seven others injured in an 

attack on a vehicle of the Frontier Corps in Razmak sub-division of North Waziristan Agency. 

Officials said the soldiers were patrolling the Doseli area when the attackers opened fire on their 

vehicle. They said the soldiers belonged to Shawal Rifles. One of soldiers died on the spot and 

two others during treatment in the hospital. This was the first major incident in Razmak since the 

army launched Zarb-i-Azb military operation in June 2014. On Sept 20, the army organised a 

cricket match between a team of British journalists and the Pakistan XI in Miramshah in an 

attempt to promote the positive image of the region and this attack apparently meant to dent 

the positive atmospherics. It may also be noted that Razmak is adjacent to the Mehsud area of 

South Waziristan Agency. 

In KPK, on 10 October (Tuesday), a deputy director of Intelligence Bureau (IB), identified 

as Sheraz Khan, was seriously injured when armed persons opened fire at him in Hayatabad area 

of Peshawar. Police sources said the incident occurred in the jurisdiction of Tatara Police Station 

in Phase-V. He was resident of Kurram Agency. On the same day, a Pak Army soldier was killed 

when an improvised explosive device went off at a border post in Bin Shahi area in Lower Dir. 

Sources said the soldier was on his way to fetch water when the IED went off, killing him on the 

spot, at the Bezo Manzai checkpost in the jurisdiction of Samar Bagh police station. On 12 

October (Thursday), a local journalist was gunned down outside his house in Swabi town, police 

and hospital sources said. Haroon Khan, a correspondent for Waqt News TV, came under fire 

when he stepped out of his home. He was also affiliated with Akhbar-i-Khaiber, while earlier he 

remained associated with the Mashriq TV. Police opined that the incident could be result of 

family feud as he was at loggerhead with his step brother on inheritance of family land. 

According to PICSS field correspondent, picture of dead body of Khalifa Umar Mansoor 

alias Umar Narray has surfaced. He was head of TTP Peshawar and Dara Adamkhel. He was killed 

last year in a US drone strike but TTP had neither refuted nor confirmed his death. Khalifa was 
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involved in some deadly and most notable attacks including attack on Army Public School in 

Peshawar, Bacha Khan University in Charsadda and PAF base attack in Badabher Peshawar. After 

his death, his younger brother Commander Jhangir took over as head of TTP Peshawar and Dara 

Adamkhel.  

Table 1: Province wise militant attacks of the week (8-14 Oct 2017) 

Region No  
Deaths Injuries 

Arst  Kdnp 
SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

Balochistan 4 1 0 0 7 8 2 0 0 2 4 0 0 

FATA 1 3 0 0 0 3 7 0 0 0 7 0 0 

KPK 3 1 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Total 8 5 0 0 8 13 10 0 0 2 12 0 0 
 

Figure 1: Geographical distribution (%) of militant attacks (8-14 Oct 2017) 
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Table 2: Type of Attacks and their impact (8-14 Oct 2017) 

Type   
No 

Killed Injured 
 Arst Kdnp 

SFP RZ M C Total SFP2 RZ2 M2 C2 Total 

IED 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

MA 3 4 0 0 0 4 10 0 0 1 11 0 0 

TK 3 0 0 0 8 8 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

Total 8 5 0 0 8 13 10 0 0 2 12 0 0 
 

Figure 3: Geographical impact of militant attacks (8-14 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Type of Attacks and their Impact on human lives (8-14 Oct 2017) 
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3. Section-C: State’s Counter Insurgency Efforts: Freeing of Foreigners Making Headlines   

During the week, nine security forces actions were reported in which one suspected 

militant was killed while 39 suspects were apprehended. Self-explanatory regional distribution of 

security forces actions and resultant impact along with listing of affected districts is given in 

figures and tables below. Most significant security forces action was getting released five foreign 

nationals – American lady, her Canadian husband and three children – who were in Afghan 

Taliban/ Haqqani network’s captivity.  

In Balochistan, on 13 October (Friday), a suspected militant was killed and another 

arrested during an encounter with security personnel in the Qambrani road area in Quetta. 

Officials said that personnel of the police’s counter terrorism department (CTD) conducted an 

intelligence-based operation in the area and when personnel were searching houses in the area 

militants opened fire on them. The personnel returned fire and an exchange of fire between them 

continued for about an hour, resulting in the killing of a militant and the arrest of another.  A 

police officer said other militants managed to escape while taking advantage of darkness. Police 

identified the militant killed during the encounter as Aslam alias Pehalwan and claimed that he 

was involved in the Aug 8 suicide bombing outside the Quetta’s Civil Hospital in which 70 people, 

mostly lawyers, lost their lives.  The police, however, did not disclose the identity of the arrested 

militant.  

In FATA, on 10 October (Tuesday), security forces claimed to have thwarted a big terror 

bid and recovered three homemade explosive devices planted under a bridge in Mir Ali in North 

Waziristan. The sources said intelligence agencies informed the security forces that militants had 

planted explosive devices under a bridge in Hassukhel in Mir Ali, which were recovered by the 

security forces. On 12 October (Thursday), law enforcement agencies conducted a search 

operation in the Ashraf Khel area of Landi Kotal and arrested five suspects. The forces launched 

the operation after some unidentified militants thrown two hand grenades that landed in 

deserted area without causing any damage. Due to conflicting reports, operation conducted by 

security forces to free American women and her Canadian husband, and three children has been 

recorded in KPK province until proven/ confirmed otherwise.  
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In KPK, on 9 October (Monday), four suspected militants were arrested and huge quantity 

of explosives was recovered from their possession in a joint operation conducted by the Counter-

Terrorism Departments of Kohat and Peshawar in Hangu district. According to sources, teams 

raided a house in Hangu district on a tip-off and arrested alleged militants Jehanzeb Khan, 

Gulistan, Daud Khan and Hamayum Khan. During search of the house the team found seven 

kilogrammes of high quality explosives, two detonators and five hand grenades. On 12 October 

(Wednesday), security forces, with the support of US intelligence, freed an American woman, her 

Canadian husband and their three children from militants’ captivity. The foreigners were 

recovered from Nawe Kali area near Kohat (though there are conflicting reports about the area 

where operation was carried out as some reports suggested that operation was conducted in 

tribal areas falling in Kurram Agency).  ISPR said “US intelligence agencies had been tracking them 

and shared their shifting across to Pakistan on Oct 11, 2017, through the Kurram Agency border”. 

However, Dawn reported based on its sources that the hostages had been recovered from a 

settled area of KPK. Same day in Buner district, at least 27 suspected militants and their 

facilitators were arrested and a big cache of arms seized in police actions in parts of the district.  

In Punjab, on 12 October (Thursday), police seized a car carrying 600 pieces of illegal 

explosives packed in six bags during a security check at a police post in Naseerabad area in 

Rawalpindi district. The driver pulled over when the police signalled him to stop but got out of 

the car and managed to escape. On 13 October (Friday), Counter-Terrorism Department claimed 

to have arrested member of a banned outfit along with huge quantity of hate materials. 

According to sources, CTD Bahawalnagar, on a tip-off, arrested a hate-monger identified as Qari 

Rafique, who is member of a banned outfit, Laskher-e-Jhangvi.  

In Sindh, on 13 October (Friday), Pakistan Rangers Sindh claimed to have seized a huge 

quantity of arms and ammunition which belonged to gangsters believed to be active in Lyari. The 

paramilitary force, acting on a tip-off, recovered the weapons hidden in a home in Darsano 

Channo off Superhighway near Memon Goth. The Rangers’ spokesperson claimed that these 

weapons were hidden by Lala Imran alias Mama and Ghaffar alias Chotoo, who belonged to the 

Baba Ladla-led gang of Lyari responsible for spreading terror and violence. The seized weapons 

included five SMGs, two 9mm pistols, three 30-bore pistols, one rifle, and two grenades. 



15 | P a g e  

 

PICSS, Islamabad     © Copyright 2017.                                  All rights reserved.  

On 11 October, Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah gave approval to extend the special 

powers of the Rangers for another 90 days. The powers which were earlier given to them three 

months ago in July were due to expire on Thursday.  The special powers granted to the 

paramilitary force under the Anti-Terrorism Act, allow them to patrol sensitive areas, snap 

check vehicles and carry out raids on their own against criminals and suspected terrorists. 17 

Another notable development was possible ending of detention of Jamat ud Dawa Chief 

and his four aides as on 14 October, a federal review board comprising judges of the Supreme 

Court disposed of and termed withdrawn an application of the Punjab home department 

regarding extension in detention of Jamatud Dawa (JuD) chief Hafiz Muhammad Saeed and his 

four aides under the Anti-Terrorism Act 1997. The government officials had produced before 

the board four detained JuD leaders — Abdul Rehman Makki, Qazi Kashif Hussain, Abdullah 

Ubaid and Malik Zafar Iqbal — under tight security brought before the board that had 

assembled at the apex court’s Lahore registry. A section officer of the home department told 

the board that the government wanted to withdraw its application for extension in the 

detention period of the JuD leaders under the act. The board allowed the request and disposed 

of the application. Yahya Mujahid, a spokesman for Jamatud Dawa, confirmed that the 

government had withdrawn its application for a fifth detention extension for Hafiz Saeed, but 

added that he would remain under house arrest until the end of this month under the current 

order.18 

Earlier, on 11 October, Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) rejected the Milli Muslim 

League's (MML) application for registration as a political party. The Ministry of Interior,  in a 

letter, had asked the ECP to ban the newly-formed political party, arguing that it had ties to 

banned militant outfits. Earlier in the day, while hearing the MML lawyer's arguments on the 

matter, the ECP chief election commissioner repeatedly suggested that the party should clear 

its name with the interior ministry. The MML's counsel, on the other hand, questioned under 

which law the party should consult the interior ministry when it had fulfilled the set criteria of 

                                                            
17 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363202/rangers-powers-extended-for-another-90-days  
18 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363932/plea-for-extension-in-jud-leaders-detention-withdrawn  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1360966
https://www.dawn.com/news/1360966
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363202/rangers-powers-extended-for-another-90-days
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363932/plea-for-extension-in-jud-leaders-detention-withdrawn
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the ECP for any political party's registration. "The interior ministry's letter mentions that the 

MML is backed by banned terrorist outfits," the ECP chief commissioner pointed out.19 

Table 3: Province wise break up of Security Forces Actions (8-14 Oct 2017) 

  
Region  

  
No 

Killed Injured   
Arst SFP RZ M C Total SFP2 RZ2 M2 C2 Total 

Balochistan 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

FATA 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 

KPK 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 

Punjab 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Sindh  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 9 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 39 
 

Figure 5: Regional distribution of SFAs and their impact (8-14 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: List of Affected districts (8-14 Oct 2017)  

Region District  SFAs MAs 

Balochistan 

Kech  1 

Mastung   1 

Quetta 1 2 

    

FATA 
Khyber Agency 1  

North Waziristan 1 1 

    

KPK 

Buner 1  

Hangu 1  

Kohat 1  

                                                            
19 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363114/ecp-rejects-milli-muslim-leagues-party-registration-application  
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Lower Dir  1 

Peshawar  1 

Swabi  1 

    

Punjab 
Bahawalnagar 1  

Rawalpindi 1  

    

Sindh Karachi 1  

Total 9 8 

 


