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1. Section-A: Significant Development(s)  

1.1. Pakistan and US in Hard Talks: No Change in US South Asian Policy  

Despite increased politico-diplomatic relations between Pakistan and the US, unease in 

their bilateral relations continued. After his surprise visit to Afghanistan on 23 October, US 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson visited Islamabad on 24 October where he met top military and 

political leadership. While talking to media persons in Afghanistan, Tillerson delivered a blunt 

warning to Pakistan for stepping up action against terrorist groups that have allegedly found safe 

haven within its borders1.  Senate Chairman Raza Rabbani expressed concern over the statement 

by the US Secretary of State terming the tone and tenor as unacceptable. 2  During his meeting in 

Pakistani Prime Minister and Army Chief, the Pakistani side is believed to have conveyed their 

commitment to the war on terror and said that Pakistan has already achieved results in its 

campaign so far.3 Briefing Senate on 25 October regarding the talks held between Pakistani and 

American delegations, Foreign Minister Khawaja Asif asserted that Islamabad will co-operate 

with Washington in the 'war on terror' but without compromising its own sovereignty; Pakistan 

told the US to allow their policymakers, and not their military leaders, to devise a policy for 

Afghanistan as the military solution has failed and a political solution is needed; Pakistan will 

act if actionable intelligence is provided but won’t act their proxies; Pakistan conveyed 

diminishing influence on Afghan Taliban and the key role that China, Turkey and Russia can play 

due to their influence on Afghan Taliban.4 A separate statement from FM Khawaja Asif 

contemplated that Pakistani side conveyed to the US delegation that US allegations of Pakistan 

providing safe heavens to militants are incorrect as militants do not need sanctuaries in 

Pakistan as 55 percent of Afghan territory is being controlled by Afghan Taliban and Daesh. 5 

While in India, Secretary Tillerson on 25 October said that the United States was 

concerned that extremist groups "left unchecked in Pakistan" posed a "threat to the stability 

                                                            
1 https://www.dawn.com/news/1365745/tillerson-urges-pakistan-to-step-up-action-against-terrorist-safe-havens  
2 https://www.dawn.com/news/1365953/senate-chairman-rejects-tillersons-statement-calls-it-unacceptable  
3 https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/239362-Pakistan-tells-Tillerson-it-has-produced-results-in-fighting-terrorism  
4 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366178/pakistan-tells-us-to-accept-defeat-in-afghanistan-agrees-assistance-on-
equal-terms  
5 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366172/us-allegations-of-pakistan-offering-safe-havens-to-terrorists-incorrect-
khawaja-asif  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1365745/tillerson-urges-pakistan-to-step-up-action-against-terrorist-safe-havens
https://www.dawn.com/news/1365953/senate-chairman-rejects-tillersons-statement-calls-it-unacceptable
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/239362-Pakistan-tells-Tillerson-it-has-produced-results-in-fighting-terrorism
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366178/pakistan-tells-us-to-accept-defeat-in-afghanistan-agrees-assistance-on-equal-terms
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366178/pakistan-tells-us-to-accept-defeat-in-afghanistan-agrees-assistance-on-equal-terms
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366172/us-allegations-of-pakistan-offering-safe-havens-to-terrorists-incorrect-khawaja-asif
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366172/us-allegations-of-pakistan-offering-safe-havens-to-terrorists-incorrect-khawaja-asif
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and security” of the government in Islamabad. “This could lead to a threat to Pakistan's own 

stability. It is not in anyone's interests that the government of Pakistan be destabilised,” he told 

reporters in New Delhi.6 Exact background of the statement is not known but there is strong 

possibility that the target audience of the statement was Indian authorities for their alleged 

backing of anti-Pakistan militant groups based in Afghanistan. If the assertion/ assessment of 

the statement is correct, the US has conveyed India the concerns expressed by Pakistan in the 

recent past and likely to have been conveyed during Tillerson visit to Islamabad. Notably, 

Foreign Minister Khawja Asif during a briefing to National Assembly Standing Committee on 

Foreign Affairs, on 26 October, alleged that India is trying to destabilise the western borders of 

Pakistan by collaborating with Afghan intelligence. He said that the collaboration between 

India's Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) and Afghanistan's National Directorate of Security 

(NDS) is working against Pakistan. He also claimed that the Afghan Taliban and the militant 

Islamic State (IS) group are fighting among themselves in Afghanistan.7 

Statements from US officials after Tillerson’s regional visit were tougher. Reportedly, 

US State Department spokesperson Heather Nauert told Press Trust of India that the US warned 

Pakistan that if it failed to take “decisive” actions against terrorist groups, the US would 

“adjust” its tactics and strategies to achieve the objective in a “different way” pressing Pakistan 

to dismantle terrorist safe havens on its soil. 8 However, reading between the lines, it indicates 

that the US has shown willingness of accepting Pakistani plea against any US “boots on ground” 

and want Pakistani security forces to take action at their own. In this regard the statement 

Tillerson was more revealing who stated that the US has conveyed Pakistan that the US was 

determined to eradicating terrorism in the region either with or without Pakistani support. He 

said regarding Pakistan, “we have some very legitimate tasks, some very legitimate concerns 

that we need their help addressing. I said to them, ‘You can do it or you can decide not to do 

it. And if you decide you don’t want to do it, just let us know. We’ll adjust our plans accordingly 

and we’ll deal with it ourselves’ ”. He said he had “a very healthy exchange of information on 

                                                            
6 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366158/terror-groups-threaten-pakistans-stability-and-security-tillerson-says-in-
india  
7 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366419/tillerson-ghani-meeting-speaks-volumes-of-american-failures-in-
afghanistan-asif  
8 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1542898/1-pakistan-doesnt-act-terror-groups-well-find-different-way-us/  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1366158/terror-groups-threaten-pakistans-stability-and-security-tillerson-says-in-india
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366158/terror-groups-threaten-pakistans-stability-and-security-tillerson-says-in-india
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366419/tillerson-ghani-meeting-speaks-volumes-of-american-failures-in-afghanistan-asif
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366419/tillerson-ghani-meeting-speaks-volumes-of-american-failures-in-afghanistan-asif
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1542898/1-pakistan-doesnt-act-terror-groups-well-find-different-way-us/
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terrorists” with the Pakistanis. “We have provided them specific asks, beyond just names of 

individuals. We’ve provided them specific asks,” he said. “But we’ve also invited greater sharing 

from them as well. So we expect to receive information from them that will be usefu l.” He said 

the US was mainly interested in specific information about the location and movements of 

these terrorists, instead of indulging in the dispute whether they were based in Pakistan or 

Afghanistan.9 As asserted earlier, the statement clearly indicates that the US will go after 

militants regardless of the area only when once actions from Pakistan are not forthcoming. 

However, an important takeaway from the statement was realizing the need of intelligence 

sharing between Pakistan and the US, which is likely to address each other’s concerns and help 

establish a better working relationship primarily at operational level with its positive impact on 

overall relations.  Another crux of the matter is US unwillingness to revisit her strategy of using 

force as a means to bring warring factions to negotiation table despite Pakistan’s continued 

insistence for finding a political solution of the Afghan imbroglio.  

One of the main dilemmas for Pakistan is that US policy of coercive means and demand 

for action against militants would increasingly decrease Pakistani influence on Afghan Taliban 

making Pakistan irrelevant in future political dispensation. It is beyond doubt that Pakistani 

influence on Afghan is already decreasing and the same was expressed by foreign minister 

recently in the parliament.10 A similarly report was also published in Afghan media stating that 

relations between Pakistan and Haqqani network are deteriorating.11  

1.2. Indian Move of Appointing Interlocutor on Kashmir; Other Developments in Kashmir 

On 23 October, Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh named a new interlocutor with a 

brief to consult all stakeholders, including the separatists, in India-held Kashmir as ex-intelligence 

chief Dineshwar Sharma was named as interlocutor for Jammu and Kashmir with “complete 

freedom” to talk to “all groups and individuals”, including the Hurriyat. “There is no bar on him 

to talk to one group and not another... We want to understand aspirations of people of Jammu 

and Kashmir,” Mr Singh said. “As a representative of the government of India, Dineshwar Sharma 

                                                            
9 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366743/us-will-eradicate-terrorism-with-or-without-pakistan-tillerson  
10 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366178/pakistan-tells-us-to-accept-defeat-in-afghanistan-agrees-assistance-on-
equal-terms  
11 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1543662/1-ties-haqqanis-pakistan-deteriorating-claims-afghan-media/  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1366743/us-will-eradicate-terrorism-with-or-without-pakistan-tillerson
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366178/pakistan-tells-us-to-accept-defeat-in-afghanistan-agrees-assistance-on-equal-terms
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366178/pakistan-tells-us-to-accept-defeat-in-afghanistan-agrees-assistance-on-equal-terms
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1543662/1-ties-haqqanis-pakistan-deteriorating-claims-afghan-media/
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will initiate a sustained interaction and dialogue to understand legitimate aspirations of people 

in Jammu and Kashmir,” Mr Singh said. A third-generation police officer, Mr Sharma, retired in 

December 2016 after leading the domestic spy agency, the Intelligence Bureau, for two years. It 

has been welcomed by Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti. “Dialogue is a necessity of the hour and 

the only way to go forward,” she said. Former chief minister Omar Abdullah, however, said he 

would “keep an open mind and wait to see results of the dialogue process”.12 

On 24 October, Indian Opposition parties, including Congress and Left, voiced doubts at 

the government's "intent and sincerity" behind its sudden Kashmir initiative and wondered if it 

was linked to the visit of US Secretary of State. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi 

Azad said the Modi government after three years of "hot pursuit" was talking of dialogue for the 

sake of publicity, while Communist Party of India Marxist (CPI-M) General Secretary Sitaram 

Yechury termed the Modi government's approach on Kashmir as a "flip-flop policy".13 

On the other Pakistan rejected Indian government decision to appoint interlocutor to 

initiate dialogue with all stakeholders in Held Kashmir. On 24 October, Foreign Office spokesman 

Nafees Zakaria said the measure did not appear to be “sincere and realistic”. He emphasised that 

the need of the hour was to bring an end to state-sponsored terrorism in India-held Kashmir and 

to have dialogue for peacefully resolving the Kashmir dispute in accordance with the UN Security 

Council resolutions and the wishes of the Kashmiri people.  “This is imperative for ensuring 

durable and sustainable peace and stability in South Asia. Pakistan hopes that the international 

community will play its rightful role in facilitating such an outcome,” the spokesman said.14 

Notably, top separatist leaders Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and Mohamamd Yasin 

Malik are tightlipped while a Shia leader, who is senior leader of moderate faction of Hurriyat 

Conference favoured tripartite talks between India, Pakistan and leadership of Kashmir for 

resolving the Kashmir issue. Shia leader Maulana Masroor Abbas said they understand that long 

lasting solution of Kashmir issue can be found through result-oriented dialogue. He said, 

“Appointing former IB director as interlocutor seems to be a time consuming process and 

                                                            
12 https://www.dawn.com/news/1365775/india-in-u-turn-ready-to-hold-talks-with-hurriyat-on-held-kashmir  
13 http://www.theweekendleader.com/Headlines/11317/opposition-doubts-government-s-sincerity-on-
kashmir.html  
14 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366131  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1365775/india-in-u-turn-ready-to-hold-talks-with-hurriyat-on-held-kashmir
http://www.theweekendleader.com/Headlines/11317/opposition-doubts-government-s-sincerity-on-kashmir.html
http://www.theweekendleader.com/Headlines/11317/opposition-doubts-government-s-sincerity-on-kashmir.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366131
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nothing else. By appointing an interlocutor now or in the past has not helped resolve the 

Kashmir issue” he said. “We are clear -- either the UN resolutions on Kashmir should be 

implemented or all three parties to the dispute should be engaged in result oriented dialogue,” 

Masroor said adding, “Tripartite talks between Kashmiri leadership, India and Pakistan is the 

only solution to the Kashmir issue. Till Pakistan is not taken into confidence and all three parties 

hold meaningful dialogue, there can be no solution to the issue”.15 Indian news channel Times 

Now quoted APHC leader Maulvi Abbas Ansari as saying that the issue could not be resolved until 

all three parties — India, Pakistan and Kashmiris of both sides — sit together. He said that the 

inclusion of Pakistan, India and the people of Kashmir was a must to make any dialogue process 

“meaningful and result-oriented”. “In that context, without the participation of the Hurriyat 

leadership, no interaction or dialogue would carry any weight or meaning.”16 

While Pakistan and separatist leadership do not seem impressed by Indian move of 

appointing an interlocutor to initiate dialogue with all stakeholders in held Kashmir, the move of 

appointing a former head of an Indian intelligence agency is also seen skeptically as it is being 

translated as continued Indian policy of dealing the issue militarily. There is strong possibility that 

separatist leadership in Kashmir will boycott newly appointed interlocutor and would desist from 

any dialogue process that excludes Pakistan as an important third party of the dispute. Notably, 

Modi government is trying to manage the prevailing uneasy situation and seems least interested 

to find an amicable solution. This can be visible from its hard stance and reaction to a Congress 

leader P. Chidambaram. On 29 October, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi lashed out at 

Indian National Congress saying "Yesterday's statement of a Congress leader on Kashmir clearly 

shows how the party feels on surgical strikes and bravery of our army," PM Modi said at a rally 

in Congress-ruled Karnataka's Bengaluru. According to TOI, Modi was referring to senior 

Congress leader P. Chidambaram's statement expressing support for greater autonomy in the 

state. He had observed that most Kashmiris who raise 'azaadi' slogans are, in fact, demanding 

more autonomy.17 It may be noted that BJP had pledged to repeal special status of Kashmir 

                                                            
15 http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/oct/25/kashmir-interlocutor-geelani-mirwaiz-malik-
tightlipped-but-moderate-separatist-leader-favours-tri-1682110.html  
16 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366131  
17 https://www.dawn.com/news/1367052/indian-national-congress-pitch-for-azaadi-in-kashmir-an-insult-to-
soldiers-modi  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/p-chidambaram-seeks-greater-autonomy-for-jk-gets-panned-by-bjp/articleshow/61310541.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/p-chidambaram-seeks-greater-autonomy-for-jk-gets-panned-by-bjp/articleshow/61310541.cms
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/oct/25/kashmir-interlocutor-geelani-mirwaiz-malik-tightlipped-but-moderate-separatist-leader-favours-tri-1682110.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/oct/25/kashmir-interlocutor-geelani-mirwaiz-malik-tightlipped-but-moderate-separatist-leader-favours-tri-1682110.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366131
https://www.dawn.com/news/1367052/indian-national-congress-pitch-for-azaadi-in-kashmir-an-insult-to-soldiers-modi
https://www.dawn.com/news/1367052/indian-national-congress-pitch-for-azaadi-in-kashmir-an-insult-to-soldiers-modi
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under article 370 of Indian Constitution. If BJP government is not even willing to maintain 

special status of Kashmir, how come it agree for a solution that provide option to exercise their 

right of self-determination as espoused by UN Security Council resolutions. Importantly, Indian 

Chief of Army Staff Gen Bipin Rawat on 25 October said that the appointment of a new 

interlocutor to hold talks with groups and individuals in India-held Kashmir will not affect the 

army's operations.18 This also means that there is no change in government’s policy with 

regards to Kashmir. In the meanwhile, Kashmiris are likely to continue face wrath of the state 

and continued human rights violations.  

In the meanwhile, Kashmiris observed 27 October as black day to mark the illegal 

occupation of Jammu and Kashmir by India. Black Day was observed on both sides of LoC and 

world over. A complete shutdown was observed in Occupied Kashmir and rallies were taken 

out in world capitals. Call for the shutdown was given by the Joint Resistance Leadership and 

other pro-freedom organizations. In Muzaffarabad, main protest demonstration held at District 

Complex followed by a protest rally. Reaffirming Pakistan’s resolute support to Kashmiri 

people’s struggle for freedom from the illegal Indian occupation, Pakistan’s permanent 

representative to the US Maleeha Lodhi said that a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir dispute 

was the “only pathway for lasting peace and stability in South Asia”. “The people of Pakistan 

are resolute in their abiding commitment and steadfast political, diplomatic and moral support 

to the legitimate cause of the Kashmiri people”.19 

With regards to development on bilateral front, Pakistan Army on 27 October said it had shot 

down an Indian quadcopter after it intruded Pakistani territory near Rakchikri sector along the Line of 

Control (LoC). “Indian quadcopter spying across LoC in Rakhchikri sector shot down by Pakistan Army 

shooters,” the Director General Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) tweeted. “Wreckage held.”  In 

2015, the army had claimed of shooting down an alleged Indian ‘spy drone’ used for aerial 

photography.20 Pakistan has also opposed the sale of US drone strike to India as it would contribute to 

                                                            
18 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366164/appointment-of-kashmir-interlocuter-will-not-affect-armys-operations  
19 https://www.geo.tv/latest/164695-kashmiris-observe-black-day-to-mark-illegal-indian-occupation  
20 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1542873/1-pakistan-army-shoots-indian-quadcopter-along-loc/  

https://tribune.com.pk/story/921413/pakistan-army-shoots-down-indian-spy-drone/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366164/appointment-of-kashmir-interlocuter-will-not-affect-armys-operations
https://www.geo.tv/latest/164695-kashmiris-observe-black-day-to-mark-illegal-indian-occupation
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1542873/1-pakistan-army-shoots-indian-quadcopter-along-loc/


9 | P a g e  

 

PICSS, Islamabad     © Copyright 2017.                                  All rights reserved.  

regional instability. Foreign Office spokesperson Nafees Zakaria also repeated allegations and said, 

“India assists the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and other terrorist organisations,” he added.21 

1.3. Security Situation in Afghanistan: India-Afghanistan Bonhomie!  

 The security situation in Afghanistan remained precarious as more militant attacks 

targeting security forces were reported in various parts of the country.  On 23 October, a Taliban 

attack killed four policemen in southern Ghazni province while rocket attacks were also reported 

in Kabul on the same day.22 On 25 October, Taliban targeted military posts in two western 

Afghan provinces and in the country’s south, killing 13 soldiers. In one attack, in Pusht Road 

district in western Farah province, the insurgents stormed a security post, killing nine troops 

and wounding four. Afghan warplanes were deployed and 17 Taliban fighters were reportedly 

killed. The second attack took place in neighboring Herat province at an army post in Kushki 

Kuhna district where two soldiers died and five were wounded. In southern Uruzgan province, 

the Taliban hit an army post in Chura district killing two soldiers and wounding six others while 

seizing all arms.23 On weekend, Taliban killed 22 Afghan policemen in separate attacks on 

checkpoints. Militants launched a pre-dawn assault on a police post in Khan Abad district in the 

northern province of Kunduz on Sunday and killed 13 officers. On Saturday Taliban fighters 

killed nine policemen and wounded two others stationed at checkpoints in Ghazni.24 

 Notably, Afghan President visited India where he said that his country will not be a part 

of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) unless it is given access to Pakistan's Wagah 

and Attari border, DNA India reported. Addressing a gathering at the Vivekananda International 

Foundation in New Delhi, Ghani said that Kabul will restrict Pakistan's access to central Asia if 

it is not given access to India through the CPEC project, according to the DNA article. 

"Sanctuaries are provided, logistics are provided, training is provided, ideological base is 

provided [...] Pakistan has come to a juncture and it needs to make a choice," DNA quoted 

Ghani as saying. "Our reaction will be determined by its [Pakistan's] choices." According to DNA, 

the Afghan president also welcomed India's new role in Afghanistan as discussed in the new US 

                                                            
21 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1542771/1-pakistan-opposed-sale-us-drones-india-fo/  
22 https://www.dawn.com/news/1365718/taliban-kill-4-police-rockets-hit-kabul  
23 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1541503/taliban-attack-afghan-army-posts-kill-13-troops/  
24 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1544508/3-taliban-kill-22-afghan-police-multiple-attacks/  

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1542771/1-pakistan-opposed-sale-us-drones-india-fo/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1365718/taliban-kill-4-police-rockets-hit-kabul
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1541503/taliban-attack-afghan-army-posts-kill-13-troops/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1544508/3-taliban-kill-22-afghan-police-multiple-attacks/
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policy for the region. Ghani termed the Trump administration's South Asia strategy a "game-

changer" for the region as it "recommends multi-dimensional condition-based approach for the 

region."25 

In the meanwhile, India on 29 October shipped its first consignment of wheat to 

Afghanistan by sea through Iran's Chahbahar Port, launching a trade route bypassing Pakistan.  

The shipment, an Indian gift for Afghanistan, was sent from the western seaport of Kandla. It 

will be taken by trucks to Afghanistan from the Iranian port. The new trade route follows an air 

freight corridor introduced between India and Afghanistan in June last year to provide greater 

access for Afghan goods to the Indian market. Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 

said on Sunday that the shipment marked the convergence among India, Afghanistan, and Iran 

to spur an unhindered flow of commerce and trade throughout the region. “I believe that this 

is the starting point of our journey to realize the full spectrum of connectivity from culture to 

commerce, from traditions to technology, from investments to Information Technology, from 

services to strategy and from people to politics,” Swaraj said.26 

Growing bonhomie between India and Afghanistan is likely to be seen skeptically in 

Islamabad as the latter has already concerns regarding Indian anti-Pakistan efforts of 

destabilizing the country using Afghan soil. There is hardly any iota of doubts that true potential 

of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and a dream of regional connectivity could hardly be 

realized without Afghanistan taking part in the initiative as Pakistan requires road access via 

Afghanistan for its trade with Central Asian States. Notwithstanding these realities, give and 

take policy at regional level can not only help these countries achieve their economic objectives 

but could also create an interdependence that help improve their political relations.  

2. Section-B: Anti-State Violence: Disturbing Developments in Balochistan  

During the week under review, 11 militant attacks were reported in the country in which 

six people (all civilians) were killed and 17 others were injured including 16 civilians while one 

                                                            
25 https://www.dawn.com/news/1366168/no-to-cpec-unless-pakistan-provides-trade-access-to-india-president-
ghani  
26 https://www.dawn.com/news/1367055  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1353164
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366168/no-to-cpec-unless-pakistan-provides-trade-access-to-india-president-ghani
https://www.dawn.com/news/1366168/no-to-cpec-unless-pakistan-provides-trade-access-to-india-president-ghani
https://www.dawn.com/news/1367055
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kidnapping of notable person was also reported. Self-explanatory tables and figures at the end 

of this section show the comparison with previous weeks, geographical distribution of militant 

attacks, types of militant attacks, geographical impact and types of attacks and their impact.  

Out of these 11 attacks, eight were reported were reported from Balochistan which speak 

volume of trouble that the province was facing. On the top of it, another development that is 

likely to have far greater implications is a threat warning issued by Baloch Liberation Front (BLF) 

- a banned sub-nationalist group. According to PICSS field correspondent, BLF spokesperson 

Gohram Baloch while issuing policy statement on expiry of 20-day ultimatum to media has said 

that BLF will start targeting journalists, hawkers, newspapers outlets, media houses, 

transporters, cable operators, owners and all other people associated with print and electronic 

media for their biased reporting against Baloch insurgents, not publishing their statements as 

well reports carrying their activities and following government’s narrative in their writings and 

publications. Subsequently some attacks on media related persons/ offices (detailed will follow 

in this section) were reported and newspaper’s circulation remained very limited for two days on 

Thursday and Wednesday but started improving as government has ensured security. The 

development was huge psychological blow as it was bound to have tripling effect on general 

masses.  

In Balochistan, On 22 October (Sunday), a man was killed and another injured in a 

landmine blast in Mawand area of Kohlu district. Levies officials said that the two men traveling 

on a motorcycle hit a landmine planted by unidentified militants on the road. On 23 October 

(Monday), policemen patrolling Quetta’s Hazar Ganji area in a vehicle survived a bomb blast. 

According to Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police Abdul Razzaq Cheema, the improvised 

explosive device (IED) was planted near the gate of the Hazar-Ganji vegetable market. He said 

the first vehicle safely passed the [market] gate along with other cars but when the second 

vehicle, in which the Station House Officer of Shalkot was sitting, was crossing the gate the device 

went off. Officials said that the explosive device of about 2 kg explosives was detonated by 

remote control.  As a result of the explosion, the windscreen of the SHO’s vehicle was shattered. 

However, SHO Maqbool Ahmed and other police personnel remained unhurt. Hazar Ganji area 

of provincial capital Quetta is one of the most sensitive zones as numerous attacks particularly 

on Hazara Shia community were monitored in this area.  
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On 26 October (Thursday), militants threw a hand grenade at an office of a newspaper 

agency in Turbat on Thursday, leaving eight people, including an on-duty traffic police constable 

and a child, injured. Police officials said that the militants riding a motorbike hurled a grenade at 

Pak-News Agency in Turbat town. Same day in another attack, the militants opened fire on a 

vehicle carrying newspapers in Awaran area, burst all its tyres with gunshots and torched the 

newspapers.  

On 27 October (Friday), Akbar Bugti Express was targeted with a remote-controlled device 

in the Mach area of Kachhi (Bolan) district. At least six commuters suffered injuries when 

Rawalpindi-bound Nawab Akbar Bugti Express was targeted with the help of an IED in district 

Bolan. As per reports, the IED exploded when Nawab Akbar Bugti Express was moving towards 

Rawalpindi, resulting in injuries to six passengers. The railway officials stopped all trains after the 

incident and permitted them to leave for their destinations following security clearance. The 

same day on 27 October (Friday) Awami National Party local leader and his brother were killed in 

an improvised explosive device attack in Harnai district of Balochistan. “The vehicle of ANP leader 

Abdur Razzaq and his brother Abdul Khaliq, was targeted with IED in Sharag, a tehsil of Harnai. 

As a result, both of them were killed,” according to Harani Deputy Commissioner Abdul Salam 

Achakzai. The DC added the attack was reported at 8:15am when they left for Pishin to attend a 

gathering which was going to be addressed by ANP Chief Asfandyard Wali Khan. No group 

claimed responsibility of the attack. Same day in Nasirabad district, police said a man was killed 

another injured in landmine blast in Goth Gola Wah after a bullock-cart hit the mine planted 

alongside the road. Another landmine blast also reported in Goth Hadi area of Nasiabad district 

where a young shepherd, who was passing through Goth Hadi along with his goats and sheep, 

stepped on the landmine, causing the blast. 

In KPK, on 22 October (Sunday), a child was slightly injured when an improvised explosive 

device went off behind a busy market at Chakdara in Lower Dir distrcit, police officials and 

residents said. The residents said the explosion spread panic and fear in the locality. Sources said 

the IED went off in a street behind the famous Sapna Market at Chakdara. On 27 October (Friday), 

deputy governor of Afghanistan’s Kunar province, Qazi Mohammad Nabi Ahmadi, was kidnapped 

from Peshawar’s Dabgari area, officials said. Mr Ahmadi is a leader of Gulbuddin Hekmatyar’s 

Hizb-i-Islami which signed a peace deal with the Afghan government in September last year. The 
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local law enforcement agencies did not know about Mr Ahmadi’s visit until his abduction was 

reported by his relatives and the Afghan consulate in Peshawar took up the matter with Pakistani 

authorities. No group has claimed responsibility for his kidnapping. However, it is being 

speculated that the incident could be linked to a political rivalry or an operation against the 

militant Islamic State group taking place in the Afghan province where Mr Ahmadi is serving as 

the deputy governor. 

In Sindh, on 25 October (Wednesday), a member of Muttahida Qaumi Movement-

Pakistan (MQM-P), Dr Naushad, was shot dead in a targeted attack in Hyderabad district. Police 

officials said that the attackers, riding a motorcycle, shot at Dr Naushad’s vehicle near Rasheed 

Bhayya Park within the limits of Gulshan Halinagar Police Station. Hospital officials said he was 

shot four times. MQM-P leader Faisal Sabzwari said ‘coward terrorists’ attacked Dr Naushad 

when he was returning home after dropping off his children at school. 

Table 1: Province wise militant attacks of the week (22-28 Oct 2017) 

Region No  
Deaths Injuries 

Arst  Kdnp 
SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

Balochistan 8 0 0 0 5 5 1 0 0 15 16 0 0 

KPK 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 

Sindh 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 11 0 0 0 6 6 1 0 0 16 17 0 1 
 

Figure 1: Geographical distribution (%) of militant attacks (22-28 Oct 2017) 
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Figure 2: Weekly comparison of Militant Attacks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Table 2: Type of Attacks and their impact (22-28 Oct 2017) 

Type   
No 

Killed Injured 
 Arst Kdnp 

SFP RZ M C Total SFP2 RZ2 M2 C2 Total 

GrA 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 7 8 0 0 

IED 7 0 0 0 5 5 0 0 0 9 9 0 0 

K 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

MA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TK 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 11 0 0 0 6 6 1 0 0 16 17 0 1 
 

Figure 3: Geographical impact of militant attacks (22-28 Oct 2017) 
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Figure 4: Type of Attacks and their Impact on human lives (22-28 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Section-C: State’s Counter Insurgency Efforts: Security Forces in Slumber  

During the week, five security forces actions were reported in which one suspected 

militant was killed while three suspects were apprehended. Self-explanatory regional distribution 

of security forces actions and resultant impact along with listing of affected districts is given in 

figures and tables below. In the wake of increasing threats emanating from strong armed tactics 

against militants on Pakistan-Afghanistan border, it was expected  that security forces would be 

hyper-active to thwart any attempt of the militants to divert attention but the week did not 

notice such  hyper activeness on the part of security forces.  

In Balochistan, On 22 October (Sunday), a suspected militant was killed in an exchange of 

fire with security forces in the Dashat Basohli area of Kech district. According to official sources, 

Frontier Corps personnel had launched a search operation in the area after receiving information 

about the presence of armed militants from a banned organisation. A heavy exchange of fire took 

place between the security forces and militants, resulting in the death of a suspect identified as 

Muhammad Munir, resident of the Garkani Seechi area of Balnigore. 

In KPK, on 24 October (Tuesday), bomb disposal squad defused an improvised explosive 

device near the Ring Road in Peshawar. An official of the Pharipura police station said that the 

explosive device weighing about five kilogrammes was found along the Ring Road, close to the 

MMC Hospital, which was defused by BDS. Also in Peshawar, on 28 October (Saturday), Counter-
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Terrorism Department has arrested an alleged militant involved in blowing up electricity poles in 

the Pajjagi area, an official said.  

In Punjab, on 27 October (Friday), Counter Terrorism Department claimed to have foiled 

a terrorist plan by arresting two members of banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) Jamat ul 

Ahrar. According to a CTD spokesperson, the arrests came during an intelligence-based 

operation carried out on Friday evening. The CTD arrested Saeed Akbar and Mohammad Wazir 

from China Scheme of Gujarpura and recovered hand grenades and explosives from them.  The 

spokesperson claimed they were preparing to launch an attack in Lahore in coming days. There 

might be a possibility that militants had a plan to carry any significant attack on 29 October to 

create panic as international cricket has returned to the country in the form of visit of Sri Lankan 

cricket team as visit of international teams starved after attack on Sri Lankan cricket team in 

2009 in Lahore. On 28 October (Sunday), the CTD claimed to have seized seven kilogram 

explosive material from a railway track in Rajanpur, preventing a terrorism plot.  

Despite threats, hosting an international team in the country was a welcome decision 

as elaborate security arrangements were made. There is possibility that teams of other 

countries will increasingly feel visiting Pakistan but one can question holding of sports events 

in such a tight security especially when sportsman require peaceful environment to show their 

talent. On the other hand, such sports activities are extremely beneficial for diverting attention 

of masses especially youth to healthy activities as a means to keep they away engaging in 

unhealthy and anti-social activities.   

Table 3: Province wise break up of Security Forces Actions (22-28 Oct 2017) 

  
Region  

  
No 

Killed Injured   
Arst SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

Balochistan 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

KPK 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Punjab 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Total 5 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
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Figure 5: Regional distribution of SFAs and their impact (22-28 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: List of Affected districts (22-28 Oct 2017)  

Region District  SFAs MAs 

Balochistan 

Awaran  1 

Bolan  1 

Harnai  1 

Kech 1 1 

Kohlu  1 

Nasirabad   2 

Quetta  1 

    

KPK 
Lower Dir  1 

Peshawar 2 1 

    

Punjab 
Lahore 1  

Rajanpur 1  

    

Sindh Hyderabad  1 

Total 5 11 
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