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1. Section-A: Significant Development(s)  

1.1. Govt Indecisive about Dealing JuD  

On 17 Oct, an official of Punjab home department told a Provincial Review Board (PRB) 

comprising judges of the Lahore High Court that keeping Jamaatud Dawa’s (JuD) chief Hafiz 

Saeed and his four aides under detention was critical for the maintenance of law and order. 

The board was hearing a Punjab government application seeking extension in the detention of 

Mr Saeed and his four aides.1 Subsequently, on 19 Oct, PBR extended for one month the 

detention of JuD chief Hafiz Saeed, but turned down the request to further extend house arrest 

of his four aides after an in-camera hearing in which counsels for the government and the JuD 

presented their arguments. Abdul Sattar Sahil, a law officer, appeared on behalf the Punjab Home 

Department and said the Punjab government detained Hafiz Saeed and his companions on the 

federal government’s directives after the UN placed the JuD on its list of terrorist outfits. He 

claimed that Saeed’s release might create law and order situation and requested the board to 

extend the detention of the JuD leaders for security reasons. Saeed’s counsel strongly opposed 

any continued detention and said the detention order was passed with purely mala fide 

intention. He also questioned the provincial law officer’s claim that the government was 

implementing the UN resolution, adding that the Supreme Court and the LHC had given several 

judgments that “Pakistan is a sovereign and independent state and local laws shall apply to its 

citizens”. The board later accepted the government’s plea for extending detention of Saeed but 

turned the request for a similar extension in the detention of other JuD officials – Prof Zafar Iqbal, 

Mufti Abdur Rehman Abid, Maulana Ubaidullah Obaid and Qazi Kashif Niaz.2 

 The government is quite perplexed with regards to dealing with JuD and its leaders 

including its head as there are diametrically opposing internal and external pressures. Externally, 

government does not want to be seen being soft on Kashmir based militant outfits (though JuD 

claims not to be associated with militancy and that it has no links with banned Laskher-e-Taiba). 

Internally, JuD enjoys good reputation for its humanitarian activities and has huge support base 

among the masses with right tilt. In held Kashmir, militant outfit LeT enjoys popular support as 

                                                            
1 https://www.dawn.com/news/1364524/punjab-govt-says-crucial-to-keep-jud-chief-detained  
2 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1535992/hafiz-saeeds-detention-extended-one-month/  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1364524/punjab-govt-says-crucial-to-keep-jud-chief-detained
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1535992/hafiz-saeeds-detention-extended-one-month/
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torch bearer of voice of oppressed Kashmiris and Pakistani government fears that taking action 

JuD would be seen negatively by population in Kashmir causing delineation from Pakistan. On the 

other hand, voices are increasing internally demanding indiscriminate action against all militant 

outfits including those operating in Kashmir or Afghanistan. Another worst fear for the 

government is ideological underpinnings of JuD/  LeT of being Ahl-e-Hadith (Salafi) school of 

thought as elements from these groups would naturally join Daesh/IS if government opts for hard 

measures as Daesh has so far attracted Salafist the most. Thus the government is facing a serious 

challenge to deal with JuD. This indecisiveness at strategic level creating problems for the 

government at operational level and the situation will remain till the time a decision is not made 

strategic level.   

1.2. Developments in Af-Pak Region; Pakistan-US Relations  

Security situation in Afghanistan has deteriorated rapidly as violence has gripped the 

country with unprecedented attacks. On 17 October, two separate suicide and gun attacks on 

police and soldiers in Afghanistan left at least 71 dead and nearly 170 wounded. Taliban claimed 

coordinated attack on police in the southeast city of Gardez in Paktia province. That assault 

killed 41 people and injured 158, according to the interior ministry. A separate ambush blamed 

on the Taliban in the neighbouring province of Ghazni killed 25 security officials and five 

civilians with 10 wounded, the interior ministry said.3 According to a media report, Paktia Police 

chief Toryalai Abdyani is among those killed in Gardez attack.4 On 19 October, at least 43 

Afghan soldiers were killed in a Taliban-claimed suicide attack on a military base in Kandahar. 

Officials said the Taliban carried out two suicide car bombings at the camp, setting off several 

hours of fighting that began late Wednesday. Afghanistan's ToloNews cited security officials 

saying that 60 soldiers were deployed to the base in the Chashmo area of Maiwand district. 

Just two soldiers are known to have survived unscathed after the attack on the base, the 

defence ministry said in a statement, adding that nine soldiers were wounded and six 

unaccounted for. The Taliban claimed the ambush in a message to journalists which said all 60 

security personnel on the base were killed.5 On 20 October, almost 60 people were killed when 

                                                            
3 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1533461/suicide-bombers-gunmen-attack-afghan-police-training-centre/  
4 https://www.dawn.com/news/1364396/paktia-police-chief-among-32-killed-in-attacks-on-afghan-police-centre  
5 https://www.dawn.com/news/1364823/43-soldiers-killed-in-taliban-attack-on-afghan-army-camp-in-kandahar  

http://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/taliban-insurgents-kill-least-40-soldiers-kandahar-attack
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1533461/suicide-bombers-gunmen-attack-afghan-police-training-centre/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1364396/paktia-police-chief-among-32-killed-in-attacks-on-afghan-police-centre
https://www.dawn.com/news/1364823/43-soldiers-killed-in-taliban-attack-on-afghan-army-camp-in-kandahar
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suicide bombers detonated explosives in two separate mosque attacks in Afghanistan. A gunman 

opened fire on worshippers in a Shia mosque in Kabul before he blew himself up on Friday 

evening. An Afghan official at the interior ministry said the Kabul bombing killed at least 30 people 

and wounded 45. No group has claimed responsibility so far. However, recent assaults on Shia 

mosques have been carried out by the militant Islamic State (IS) group. Hours later, at least 10 

people were killed in a second attack when a suicide bomber blew himself up in a Sunni mosque 

in central Ghor province, officials said. A senior local police commander, who is believed to have 

been the target of the attack on a Sunni mosque in the Dolaina district of Ghor province, is among 

the dead, district governor Mohsen Danishyar told AFP who put the death toll of the Ghor attack 

as high as 30 people.6 On 21 October, a suicide attacker rammed a car full of explosives into a 

bus leaving Afghanistan’s top military training centre in Kabul, killing at least 15 soldiers, including 

cadets and their trainers, officials said. “Army personnel were coming out of Marshal Fahim 

University when a suicide bomber in a car targeted them. Fifteen soldiers who were there for 

training were killed and four others were wounded,” Ministry of Defence spokesman Dawlat 

Waziri said. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid claimed responsibility of the attack in an 

email to reporters.7 

 
On the other hand, Afghan and ISAF/ NATO forces have intensified their operations 

against militants particularly in eastern Afghanistan. According to news emanating from 

Afghanistan, intense fighting was seen in areas across Pakistan-Afghanistan border where 

reportedly Afghan Taliban are fighting with official forces while cadres of anti-Pakistan militant 

groups like TTP, Jamat ul Ahrar, Daesh are also reportedly fighting with international/ Afghan 

forces. US drone strikes in areas across Pakistan’s Kurram agency have also increased and 

according to some reports militants belonging to Haqqani network as well as Jamat ul Ahrar were 

targeted in these drone strikes with reports also suggesting that TTP Jamat ul Ahrar chief Umar 

Khalid Khurrasani has been wounded and subsequently died in one of these strikes in Paktia 

province.8 If the killing of Khalid Khurrasani in drone strike is correct, it could be a deliberate US 

                                                            
6 https://www.dawn.com/news/1365080/at-least-60-dead-45-wounded-in-two-separate-attacks-on-mosques-in-
afghanistan  
7 https://www.dawn.com/news/1365426/car-bomb-kills-15-afghan-cadets-trainers  
8 https://www.dawn.com/news/1364510/ttp-militants-among-six-killed-in-us-drone-strike-in-paktia  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1365080/at-least-60-dead-45-wounded-in-two-separate-attacks-on-mosques-in-afghanistan
https://www.dawn.com/news/1365080/at-least-60-dead-45-wounded-in-two-separate-attacks-on-mosques-in-afghanistan
https://www.dawn.com/news/1365426/car-bomb-kills-15-afghan-cadets-trainers
https://www.dawn.com/news/1364510/ttp-militants-among-six-killed-in-us-drone-strike-in-paktia
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effort to mend fences with Pakistan as JuA is the deadliest of the anti-Pakistan militant groups 

and his killing is bound to generate positive atmospherics in Pakistan about the US.  

 
 At the time when security forces across the border intensified their operations, Pakistan 

has tightened security along with Durand line restricting movement of militants into Pakistani 

territory. On the other hand, Pakstan has ruled out any joint operation against militants 

particularly on its soil and asked the US to share intelligence as Pakistani forces are capable to 

take action without any external help.9 Notwithstanding the current bonhomie and positive 

atmospherics generated after get US/ Canadian couple and their children released from 

militants, the statement from CIA chief Mike Pompeo has created a ripple as he, on 19 October, 

claimed that a US-Canadian couple kidnapped by the Taliban in Afghanistan were held inside 

neighbouring Pakistan for five years before being freed.10 The statement from CIA chief clearly 

contradicts account of Pakistani military spokesperson who had said that the couple and their 

children were got released after their entry into Pakistan from Afghanistan.11 No statement 

from any other relevant US institutions was witnessed possibly due to sensitivity of issue and 

the prevailing state of relations Pak-US relations, which have been brought on track through 

extensive efforts. This means that points of convergence are kept in greater focus than point 

of divergence and situation is likely to remain so till the time short term objectives are achieved. 

 While the intensity in fighting in Afghanistan has increased in recent past, a meeting of 

Quadrilateral Coordination Group (QCG) was held on 16 October in Oman to revive the 

moribund peace process in Afghanistan. The QCG comprises Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, and 

the United States and was set up in January 2016 to find a political solution to the Afghan 

conflict. No statement was issued after talks12 suggesting no positive development in talks. 

Although Pakistan and other regional players have consistently pressing for finding a political 

settlement of Afghanistan crisis, the QCG forum as well as other regional initiatives are not 

                                                            
9 https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/10/17/723404/  
10 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1535997/us-canadian-hostages-held-five-years-pakistan-claims-cia-chief/  
11 https://www.dawn.com/news/1363577   
12 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1532600/quadrilateral-meeting-begins-oman-hope-peace-afghanistan/  

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/10/17/723404/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1535997/us-canadian-hostages-held-five-years-pakistan-claims-cia-chief/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1363577
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1532600/quadrilateral-meeting-begins-oman-hope-peace-afghanistan/
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likely to be successful in starting of dialogue process between Taliban and the government once 

a policy of coercion and use of force is applied simultaneously.     

2. Section-B: Anti-State Violence: Violence, Attacks on Security Forces Continue  

Although number of militant attacks remained identical but deaths and injuries resulting 

from these attacks have gone up when compared to previous week. In eight militant attacks 

recorded for the week under review, 17 people were killed including 15 security forces that 

suggest that security forces continued to be at the hit list of militants as was witnessed last week. 

In these eight attacks, 70 people were also injured with majority of share of civilians (55) while 

15 injured were security forces personnel. Violence in Balochistan continued unabated as 75 

percent of the total attacks for this week were reported from this insurgency hit province where 

religion based militant outfits have intensified their activities after reduction in violence from 

sub-nationalist militant groups. Self-explanatory tables and figures at the end of this section show 

the comparison with previous weeks, geographical distribution of militant attacks, types of 

militant attacks, geographical impact and types of attacks and their impact.  

In Balochistan, on 18 October (Wednesday), at least six policemen and a passer-by were 

killed and 22 others injured in a suicide blast at Sariab Road area in Quetta. The victims belonging 

to the Rapid Response Group (RRG) of Balochistan Police were going to the city to perform their 

duty when a suicide bomber in a vehicle laden with explosives hit the truck carrying them. The 

condition of at least eight injured policemen was stated to be serious. The banned Tehreek-i-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed the responsibility for the attack. In a separate incident in Quetta 

on the same day and an inspector of the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) was gunned down 

by motorcyclists in the Qambrani road area. 

On 19 October (Thursday), three militant attacks were reported in Balochistan including 

attack on a convoy of Pangur Rifles – a wing of Frontier Corps – by unidentified militants as they 

opened fire on the convoy when it was passing through Gichak area in Panjgur district, leaving 

one soldier dead and four others including a major injured. In Gwadar, 26 people were injured 

when unidentified men hurled a hand grenade at a hostel near Bilal Mosque at late night while 

15 people were injured in a grenade attack in Mastung town unidentified militants on a 
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motorcycle hurled the grenade at the town’s Sultan Shaheed Chowk where people were sitting 

outside a restaurant. Two days later on 21 October (Saturday), an attack reported on Levies check 

post in Sibi where militants opened fire and killed a Levies personnel.  

In FATA, on 15 October (Sunday), a captain and three soldiers of the Frontier Corps were 

killed and three others injured in two blasts in the Kharlachi area of Kurram Agency. The Inter-

Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement that the blasts happened when troops were 

searching for the militants linked to the kidnapping of the US-Canadian family freed last week. 

The spokesman for the banned Tehreek Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Mohammad Khurasani, issued a 

statement, claiming responsibility for the blasts. Sources in Kharlachi town said that security 

personnel were combing the area opposite the Khewrha Post of Afghan border force. Three of 

the personnel were injured when the first IED went off. One of them died later. A rescue party 

headed by Captain Husnain rushed to the scene of the incident. While rescuing their wounded 

colleagues another IED exploded, killing Captain Husnain and soldiers Saeed Baz, Qadir and 

Jumma Gul. On 18 October (Wednesday), two security personnel were killed in a roadside 

explosion in Mirali sub-division of North Waziristan Agency. Officials said that a security forces’ 

vehicle was heading from the Kajuri checkpost to Khwaja Kher post on Bannu-Miramshah Road 

when a remote-controlled device went off. Two of the personnel lost their lives in the blast. 

On 18 October, Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) named a successor for militant 

commander Umar Mansoor, alias Khalifa Mansour, alias Umar Naray, the mastermind of the 

Army Public School attack, along with a formal confirmation that he was dead. Usman Mansoor 

Hafizullah will replace Umar Mansoor as commander in Darra Adam Khel and Peshawar, TTP 

Spokesperson Muhammad Khorasani said in an email sent to journalists. Umar Mansoor, who 

had also claimed responsibility for the deadly attack on Bacha Khan University in 2016, was said 

to be the mastermind of 2014's massacre at the Army Public School in Peshawar which left at 

least 144 people, mostly children, dead. He was killed in July last year.13 

Mystery surrounds the possible death of Jamat ul Ahrar chief Umar Khaid Khurasani’s 

death. On 18 October, PICSS field correspondent quoting credible sources reported that death of 

                                                            
13 https://www.dawn.com/news/1364620/ttp-names-successor-to-aps-mastermind-umar-mansoor  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1234210
https://www.dawn.com/news/1364620/ttp-names-successor-to-aps-mastermind-umar-mansoor
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Khalid Khurasani is confirmed and that Jamatul Ahrar’s Supreme Shura has nominated Asad Afridi 

(whose original name is Dosh Mohammad and belonged to Dakha Khel tribe of Khyber Agency) 

as new chief of the outfit. Following day, some media reports also carried similar reports. 

However, on 22 October, social media account of Jamat ul Ahrar issued condolence message of 

Umar Khalid Khurrasani on the death of TTP’s commander Umar Narray whose death was 

confirmed by TTP this week when it also formally announced its head of Peshawar and Darra 

Adamkhel. Condolence message from Khalid implied that he was not dead but this has become 

a routine practice among militants to hide such information as it demoralises militants operating 

in the field. Besides PICSS correspondent’s confidence of his sources, contextual politico-

diplomatic and security environment give credence to the news that Jamat ul Ahrar chief has 

been killed in drone strike.   

Table 1: Province wise militant attacks of the week (15-21 Oct 2017) 

Region No  
Deaths Injuries 

Arst  Kdnp 
SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

Balochistan 6 9 0 1 1 11 12 0 0 55 67 0 0 

FATA 2 6 0 0 0 6 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 

Total 8 15 0 1 1 17 15 0 0 55 70 0 0 
 

Figure 1: Geographical distribution (%) of militant attacks (15-21 Oct 2017) 
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Figure 2: Weekly comparison of Militant Attacks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Table 2: Type of Attacks and their impact (15-21 Oct 2017) 

Type   
No 

Killed Injured 
 Arst Kdnp 

SFP RZ M C Total SFP2 RZ2 M2 C2 Total 

GrA 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 41 0 0 

IED 2 6 0 0 0 6 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 

MA 2 2 0 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 

SA 1 6 0 1 1 8 8 0 0 14 22 0 0 

TK 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 8 15 0 1 1 17 15 0 0 55 70 0 0 
 

Figure 3: Geographical impact of militant attacks (15-21 Oct 2017) 
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Figure 4: Type of Attacks and their Impact on human lives (15-21 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Section-C: State’s Counter Insurgency Efforts: Security Forces Ruthless in Karachi   

During the week, nine security forces actions were reported in which 13 suspected 

militants were killed and the same number of others apprehended. Three security forces 

personnel were injured. Self-explanatory regional distribution of security forces actions and 

resultant impact along with listing of affected districts is given in figures and tables below. Out of 

these nine security forces actions, five were conducted in Sindh in which nine militants were 

eliminated while four suspected militants were killed in Balochistan.  

In Balochistan, on 19 October (Wednesday), at least three militants belonging to a banned 

outfit were killed in exchange of firing with security forces and Counter-Terrorism Department 

personnel during a joint operation in East Bypass area of Quetta on intelligence report. On 20 

October (Friday), security forces killed one militant and detained seven others in raids carried out 

in different areas of Balochistan as per claims of Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). ISPR claimd 

that intelligence-based operations were conducted in Ghulam Pring (Killi Kungar) in Mastung and 

Rojhan Jamali on the hideouts of militants involved in target killing and grenade attacks. ISPR also 

claimed to have recovered huge quantity of arms and explosive material.  

In KPK, on 20 October (Friday), police claimed to have seized a truck with weapons being 

smuggled to restive North Waziristan Agency allegedly for targeting security agencies. DSP Zahir 

Shah of Saddar circle told reporters that a team of Mohammad Riaz Shaheed police station was 

checking vehicles at the Kohat Friendship Tunnel toll plaza check post. They stopped a suspicious 
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truck and during checking recovered huge quantity of weapons hidden in its secret cavities. The 

confiscated consignment included 110 Kalashnikovs, 94 pistols of different bores and 184 

chargers. The carriers were identified as Jamal Khan of Peshawar and Sartaj Khan of Bara, Khyber 

Agency.  

In Punjab, on 17 October (Tuesday), Counter Terrorism Department claimed to have 

foiled a terror plan by arresting three members of Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan. According to a CTD 

spokesperson, the arrest came in a raid carried out at Guhawa Pul, Ganda Nala, Lahore when the 

alleged militants were preparing to attack law-enforcement agencies in the provincial capital. He 

claimed the CTD recovered hand grenades and explosives from Tuwab Khan, Mahmood Khan and 

Roohullah. 

In Sindh, on 15 October (Sunday), Pakistan Rangers, Sindh claimed to have seized huge 

quantity of arms and grenades belonging to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-London in a 

Nazimabad locality. On 19 October (Thursday), a ‘commander’ of the Lyari gang warfare allegedly 

involved in targeted killing of, among others, three foreigners in the Hub area of Balochistan was 

gunned down in an ‘encounter’ in Malir by Rangers, a spokesperson for the paramilitary force 

said. Acting on information, the paramilitary force encircled the hideout in Murad Memon Goth 

of Malir at around 2am. On seeing the Rangers’ personnel, the suspects resorted to firing with 

automatic weapons. Reinforcements were called in by the Rangers and during an intense 

exchange of fire, one suspect was gunned down while trying to escape in Bachal Goth near Murad 

Memon Goth. His two accomplices fled taking advantage of darkness, said the Rangers’ official. 

On 21 October (Saturday), two suspected militants, identified as Mohammed Sultan and Abdul 

Rehman, belonging to TTP were apprehend in New Karachi along with five mines, three rocket 

launchers and one pistol. Separately, on the same day, police in Mauripur arrested one suspected 

militant, identified as Syed Mohammed Usman, allegedly belonging to TTP while police also 

seized two hand grenades from him.  

The same day, Sindh Rangers and Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) of the Sindh 

police claimed to have killed eight militants of Ansarul Sharia Pakistan (ASP), including the outfit’s 

commander-in-chief. This was disclosed at a press conference jointly addressed by Rangers 

Colonel Faisal Awan and CTD DIG Amir Farooqui at Rangers headquarters on Sunday evening. 
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They said that acting on a tip-off, Rangers and CTD personnel raided a hideout at Raees Goth, in 

Baldia Town. Resultantly an encounter ensued in which eight militants were killed while two 

Rangers and one CTD personnel were also wounded. The slain militants were identified as group 

chief Sheharyar Warsi alias Abdullah Hashmi, Arsalan Baig, Saad Jamal, Kamran Riaz, Abu Bakar, 

Talha Ansari, Nihalul Haq and Hassan Haroon while four absconders were identified as Danish 

Rasheed, Junaid Rasheed, Abdul Kareem Sarosh Siddiqui and Muzammil. Huge cache of arms, 

ammunitions, videos, video devices and material related to Jihad were also claimed to be 

recovered. Rangers Colonel Faisal Awan said that ASP was a small group of about 12-15 members; 

six to eight of whom were the target killers  while remaining members provided back-up support 

and funding. He said that various sensitive installations, public places and police and Rangers 

posts were their future targets. Further disclosing details, Awan said that the militants had 

received education at Karachi’s varsities and had gone to Afghanistan to receive training in 

militancy at al-Qaeda camps.  

This “encounter” has created more doubts about the killing of ASP chief and other 

militants belonging to this newly emerged outfit. Earlier there were media reports that security 

forces had arrested ASP chief following raids in various areas of Karachi in the wake of attack on 

Opposition Leader of Sindh Assembly. During the aforementioned press conference, journalist 

pointed to this. Responding to reports that Abdullah Hashmi and some other militants had earlier 

been arrested in September in various raids by the law enforcers, Rangers spokesperson said that 

several suspects were detained during raids following an assassination bid on Muttahida Qaumi 

Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) leader Khawaja Izharul Hassan, however, they were released after 

they were found innocent. The response of Rangers spokesman was shaky and not satisfactory 

suggesting that this was possibly a pre-mediated and planned encounter in which militants were 

eliminated.  

Table 3: Province wise break up of Security Forces Actions (15-21 Oct 2017) 

  
Region  

  
No 

Killed Injured   
Arst SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

Balochistan 2 0 0 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 7 

KPK 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Punjab 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Sindh  5 0 0 9 0 9 3 0 0 0 3 3 

Total 9 0 0 13 0 13 3 0 0 0 3 13 
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Figure 5: Regional distribution of SFAs and their impact (15-21 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: List of Affected districts (15-21 Oct 2017)  

Region District  SFAs MAs 

Balochistan 

Gwadar  1 

Mastung 1 1 

Panjgur  1 

Quetta  1 2 

Sibi  1 

    

FATA 
Kurram Agency  1 

North Waziristan  1 

    

KPK Kohat 1  

    

Punjab Lahore 1  

    

Sindh Karachi 5  

Total 9 8 
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