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1. Section-A: Significant Development(s)  

1.1. Wide Open Civil-Military Cracks 

Some latest developments have shown visible cracks between civilian government and 

the military leadership suggesting tense relationship between the two as an incident of 

deployment of Rangers personnel in Federal Judicial Complex demonstrated. Reportedly, on 2 

October, all visitors including ministers, senior politicians, media-persons, lawyers and litigants 

were barred from entering the Federal Judicial Complex (FJC) by Rangers officials. Confusion 

prevailed over who had deployed the paramilitary force on court premises. The ICT 

administration insisted that it had not requested Rangers deployment at the court, and that 

capital police, which had around 1,500 personnel at the scene, was responsible for security. 

According to a statement issued by the deputy commissioner’s office: “Rangers  was not 

requisitioned by the ICT Administration for any kind of deployment in the premises of court on 

[Oct 2, 2017].” However, paramilitary officials arrived at the scene shortly after police officials 

and began taking over security arrangements.1 

After refusal from Rangers personnel to enter court, Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal said 

that “closed trials are a hallmark of martial laws”. Talking to media outside the NAB court, he 

said that he would choose to resign rather than be a “puppet minister” asserting, “State within 

the state would not be allowed and civil authority would be held supreme”. The minister 

complained that the Rangers appeared to have been working according to their own free will. 

“The matter would be investigated and disciplinary action would be taken against whosoever 

is found responsible. I can’t be a puppet (interior) minister. Writ of the state would be 

maintained,” he asserted. Later, Iqbal also lashed out at the assistant commissioner for the 

state of affairs, demanding in writing what had happened today. The minister said this is not a 

banana republic, it is a constitutional republic.2 

On 3 October, Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal said that the government would seek an 

explanation from the director general of Punjab Rangers as to how and under whose directives 

                                                            
1 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361421/islamabad-admin-police-in-the-dark-over-rangers-deployment-at-court  
2 https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/10/02/interior-minister-slams-state-within-a-state-after-being-
stopped-from-attending-nawaz-hearing/   

https://www.dawn.com/news/1361421/islamabad-admin-police-in-the-dark-over-rangers-deployment-at-court
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/10/02/interior-minister-slams-state-within-a-state-after-being-stopped-from-attending-nawaz-hearing/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2017/10/02/interior-minister-slams-state-within-a-state-after-being-stopped-from-attending-nawaz-hearing/
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the paramilitary troops had taken over the accountability court on Monday. The minister told 

a private news channel that an administrative inquiry into Monday’s incident had been 

completed. In an interview with Hamid Mir of Geo News, the minister said that after completing 

the administrative inquiry the government was certain that “civil administration was not 

responsible for any communication that led to this misunderstanding”. When the anchor asked 

him what would happen next, Mr Iqbal replied: “We are seeking an explanation from Rangers... 

the DG Rangers now should explain under whose authority and whose directives they were 

deployed there and the conduct of local officer who was evasive and did not respond to the 

calls of his minister...; this should also be investigated.” The issue was also raised at a meeting 

of the federal cabinet in Islamabad by minister of state for power Abid Sher Ali. “Such incidents 

are not acceptable,” a source quoted Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi as having stated 

during the meeting. Sources said the PM told his cabinet colleagues that he had taken up the 

issue with the quarters concerned. In the interview, the interior minister categorically said the 

government would also raise the issue with the army high command. “The [inquiry] findings 

would be shared with the army leadership.”3 

The same day on 3 October, a seven-hour long Corps Commanders Conference was held 

in GHQ where the issue must have been discussed but unlike the previous practice, no official 

statement was issued by the Inter Services Public Relations, which also triggered rumours.4 The 

following day on 4 October, Members of Senate requisitioned a session to discuss the "growing 

conflict between institutions of the state." The requisition notice filed, signed by members of 

the opposition, and carries a nine-point agenda.5 

On 4 October, the paramilitary force withdrew its personnel from Parliament House and 

reportedly asked for written instructions in this regard. In a related development, Mr Iqbal 

ordered the Frontier Constabulary to take charge of the parliament’s security following the 

unilateral withdrawal of Rangers personnel. Police and capital administration officers, when 

contacted, said that Rangers were deployed in the capital at the request of police, adding that 

the Islamabad SSP had approached the deputy commissioner (DC) and sought Rangers 

                                                            
3 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361590/punjab-rangers-chief-told-to-explain-court-takeover-ahsan-iqbal  
4 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361576/bajwa-chairs-seven-hour-huddle-at-ghq  
5 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361666/opposition-requisitions-senate-session-to-discuss-conflict-between-
institutions  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1361230
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361590/punjab-rangers-chief-told-to-explain-court-takeover-ahsan-iqbal
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361576/bajwa-chairs-seven-hour-huddle-at-ghq
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361666/opposition-requisitions-senate-session-to-discuss-conflict-between-institutions
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361666/opposition-requisitions-senate-session-to-discuss-conflict-between-institutions
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assistance in securing sensitive installations, including Parliament House.6 There is possibility 

that this decision might have been taken during the Corps Commanders conference held in 

GHQ on 3 October.  

On 5 October, DG Inter-Services Public Relations, Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor, conducted a 

wide-ranging press briefing at GHQ in Rawalpindi to discuss several key issues, including 

relations with Afghanistan, India and the US, internal security and civil-military relations. When 

asked why there had been no press release issued following a special corps commander’s 

conference at GHQ, Maj Gen Ghafoor only offered that "Silence is also an expression". Explaining 

the issue of Rangers' deployment outside the accountability courts on Monday — which had 

resulted in considerable controversy — he explained that the Rangers fell under the Ministry of 

Interior's purview. "Three wings of Rangers were requisitioned under Article 147 for security in 

the capital. Once the requisition has been made, coordination is carried out at the local level 

between the police, the district administration and the Rangers," he explained. "This has been 

happening since 2014 and [the arrangement] is refreshed every three months." "Sometimes it 

happens that the police ask the Rangers for assistance, and they [the Rangers] take action. When 

the National Accountability Bureau had its first hearing, there was some trouble when the former 

prime minister was appearing for his hearing," he recalled. "A letter was subsequently written to 

the Rangers, and there was some coordination in the night as well, so the Rangers reached the 

court at 7am [on Monday]," he explained. "If a soldier is doing his duty and is told not to allow 

irrelevant people ... [Now] it is possible that someone who is not carrying a [authorised 

personnel] card is [in fact] a relevant person, but Rangers personnel do not know this". "Any type 

of instability, either political, economic or developmental, cannot be in the country's interest, so 

[the matter] needs to be resolved". "Whatever order the army receives within the law and the 

Constitution, we are required to follow it. In the JIT order, ISI and MI being included was a 

constitutional order and we obeyed it. In that process, there was nothing that the army produced 

or gave. We were not party — whatever the Supreme Court asked, we did," he stressed. "But 

saying that there is going be a martial law should not even be talked about. We are busy in doing 

our duty as stated in the Constitution," he concluded.7 

                                                            
6 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361815/rangers-withdraw-personnel-from-parliament  
7 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361884  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1361815/rangers-withdraw-personnel-from-parliament
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361884
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Although the issue of Rangers deployment in accountability court has not settled yet 

the political government seems to not “waste” this opportunity to settle the score despite the 

fact that there seems to be realization among the military leadership, as the statement/press 

conference indicated, that political instability at this point in time is not in Pakistan’s interests. 

In fact, PML-N leadership strongly believes that military establishment is behind the ouster of 

former prime minister Nawaz Sharif and that the establishment has used the judiciary this time 

instead of a military coup, therefore, efforts are being made to make the military subservient 

to civilian setup. An objective assessment of the broad civil-military spectrum indicates that it 

is basically two extreme positions that are not allowing balancing of civil-military relations. The 

military is being blamed for taking control of the country in military coups and, during political 

tenures, interfering in political and other affairs that fall under the domain of political setup. 

This perception is based on historical facts, and, at the time of civilian governments, the 

successive governments have tried to curtail this tendency of the military. However, towards 

that end, the civilian governments adopt a policy that fall on the other extreme i.e. completely 

blocking any input from military even in the matters where such input remains part and parcel 

of policy formulation in the countries who enjoy higher civilian control of the military. The 

resultant environment create tensions that compel the establishment to either weaken the 

civilian setup through various means or completely take over.  

1.2. Pakistan-US relations: Strands of Stick and Carrot Policy 

While politico-diplomatic relations between Islamabad and Washington have already 

resumed, developments so far have brought to fore a continued US “stick and carrot” policy. 

Interestingly, US Defence department and its various officials are holding a stick with very strong 

and threatening messaging to Pakistan. On the other hand, the State department is holding a 

carrot as the message from the latter is more reconciliatory. If one could read between the lines, 

same perception is being held by Pakistan foreign minister when he commented about his 

separate meetings with US Secretary of State and National Security Advisor.  

During House Armed Services Committee hearing on 3 October, U.S. Defense Secretary 

Jim Mattis said “We need to try one more time to make this strategy work with them, by, with 

and through the Pakistanis, and if our best efforts fail, the president is prepared to take 
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whatever steps are necessary”. When asked by a lawmaker whether revoking Pakistan’s major 

non-NATO ally status was amongst the options being considered to deal with Islamabad, Mattis 

said: “I am sure it will be.” In a separate Senate hearing the same day, Marine Corps General 

Joseph Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the Senate Armed Services 

Committee said he believed Pakistan’s main spy agency, the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 

directorate, had ties to militant groups. “It is clear to me that the ISI has connections with 

terrorist groups”.8  

During his meeting with US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, Foreign Minister Khawaja 

Asif raised the issue of the US South Asia Policy and told him that Islamabad has pursued a zero-

tolerance and indiscriminate approach in its campaign against "all terrorist and militant 

groups", read a statement issued by the Foreign Office on 4 October. The minister pointed out 

that Pakistan has been making achievements in its war against terrorism. "In contrast to other 

countries, the incidences of terrorism in Pakistan has seen a marked decline — with a salutary 

impact on economic and commercial activity," Asif was quoted as saying. "This was made 

possible because Pakistan has pursued a zero-tolerance and indiscriminate approach in its 

campaign against all terrorist and militant groups." The foreign minister informed the US 

Secretary of State about the strong public reaction in Pakistan regarding the pronouncement 

of the US Administration’s South Asia Policy, which Asif said was based on "inadequate 

recognition of Pakistan’s sterling contribution in the fight against terrorism." In addition to 

huge human and material cost incurred by Pakistan, Asif said, "Our cultural ethos as a moderate 

state had suffered due to protracted instability in Afghanistan." Secretary Tillerson 

acknowledged and appreciated the sacrifices rendered by Pakistan in the struggle against 

terrorism, said the press release. "Pakistan’s interests and concerns will be accommodated 

since its role was critical to President Trump’s South Asia Strategy," Secretary Tillerson was 

quoted as saying. Foreign Minister conveyed Pakistan's concerns with regard to ungoverned 

spaces within Afghanistan, from which attacks against Pakistan continued to be planned and 

carried out.9  

                                                            
8 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-pakistan-military/mattis-says-will-try-to-work-with-pakistan-one-more-
time-idUSKCN1C825S  
9 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361696  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-pakistan-military/mattis-says-will-try-to-work-with-pakistan-one-more-time-idUSKCN1C825S
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-pakistan-military/mattis-says-will-try-to-work-with-pakistan-one-more-time-idUSKCN1C825S
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361696
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US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said after a meeting with Foreign Minister Khawaja 

Asif on 4 October expressed concerns about the future of Pakistan’s government, stressing that 

Washington wanted a stable government in Islamabad. When asked if the meeting with 

Pakistan’s foreign minister had convinced him that the United States had a reliable partner in 

Pakistan, Secretary Tillerson responded: “Yes, I believe we do.” The top US diplomat added that 

US-Pakistan relationship held extraordinary importance in the region. “And as we rolled out 

the South Asia strategy, we spoke about it in a regional context,” he said.  “It is not just about 

Afghanistan. This is about the importance of Pakistan, and Pakistan’s long-term stability as 

well,” said Mr Tillerson, directly addressing Islamabad’s fear that Washington continued to view 

its relationship with Pakistan from the perspective of neighbouring Afghanistan, and in doing 

so, ignored Islamabad’s interests. He added: “So, we think there is an opportunity for us to 

strengthen that relationship. We’re going to be working very hard at all levels, from the State 

Department to the Defence Department to our intelligence communities, as well as economic, 

commerce opportunities as well.”10 

On 5 October, Foreign Minister Khawaja Asif, speaking about the new US policy in 

Afghanistan, told journalists that Islamabad is "genuinely concerned" about New Delhi's role in 

the plan. He said, "If on one hand, the US has its concerns about the future of Afghanistan, 

Pakistan seeks recognition of its legitimate security concerns in the region. We are genuinely 

concerned with respect to the role accorded in the strategy to India in general and its efforts, 

geared towards destabilisation in Balochistan, in particular”. Asif said dividends of peace in the 

region would be elusive unless there is stability in Afghanistan. To achieve that goal both the 

US and Pakistan need to work closely, he stressed. “On our part, we have completely wiped out 

all the hideouts used by terrorists and anti-state elements. However, this is an ongoing process 

with continuing intelligence-based operations by law enforcement agencies across the 

country,” he added. Pakistan is extremely concerned about safe havens of terrorists which are 

                                                            
10 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361819/us-voices-concern-about-stability-of-pakistan-government  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1353949
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361819/us-voices-concern-about-stability-of-pakistan-government


9 | P a g e  

 

PICSS, Islamabad     © Copyright 2017.                                  All rights reserved.  

mostly operating from ungoverned spaces in Afghanistan, which are more than 40 per cent of 

the total area of the country, he claimed.11 

Another latest development that is likely to further strain mercury relationship between 

Pakistan and the US is position of the US government on China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC). Reportedly, the Trump administration has informed Congress that it too believes CPEC 

passes through a disputed territory — originally an India claim aimed at thwarting the 

development plan. “The One Belt, One Road also goes through disputed territory, and I think 

that in itself shows the vulnerability of trying to establish that sort of a dictate,” US Defence 

Secretary James Mattis told the Senate Armed Services Committee. Secretary Mattis and 

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen Joseph Dunford appeared before the Senate and House 

armed services panel earlier this week to brief US lawmakers on the current situation in the 

Pak-Afghan region. Secretary Mattis said the US opposed the One Belt, One Road policy in 

principle because in a globalised world, there were many belts and many roads, and no one 

nation should put itself into a position of dictating One Belt, One Road. And it opposed the one 

going through Pakistan also because it passed through a disputed territory.12 This statement 

from the top official of US Defence department could also be seen as part of its stick policy to 

coerce Pakistan.  

Reacting to US Defence Secretary James Mattis reservations over CPEC route, Foreign 

Office spokesman Nafees Zakaria said, “CPEC is a project for development and prosperity of 

the region and welfare of the people.” The spokesman went on to say, “India is severely 

violating human rights in occupied Kashmir. Indian army has been committing atrocities against 

innocent Kashmiris there”. He called upon international community to take notice of Indian 

atrocities in occupied Kashmir. Earlier, Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Chairman CPEC 

Parliamentary Committee, also strongly rejected US objections. In response to US Defence 

Secretary reservations over CPEC, Mushahid Hussain in a series of tweets said, “US officially 

participated in ‘One Belt, One Road’ Summit in Beijing in May 2017 with delegation led by 

                                                            
11 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362090/pakistan-genuinely-concerned-about-indias-role-in-new-us-strategy-
khawaja-asif  
12 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362283/cpec-passes-through-disputed-territory-us  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1362090/pakistan-genuinely-concerned-about-indias-role-in-new-us-strategy-khawaja-asif
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362090/pakistan-genuinely-concerned-about-indias-role-in-new-us-strategy-khawaja-asif
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362283/cpec-passes-through-disputed-territory-us
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Special Assistant to President Donald Trump, now US Defence Secretary suddenly opposing it.” 

He said “US stand contradictory and baseless” adding that Mattis opposing OBOR, in which 

CPEC is flagship project, ‘echoes Indian line’.13 National Security Advisor Nasir Janjua, in a 

statement said, “The issue of Kashmir is again highlighted while opposing CPEC and favouring 

India by the US”. “Pakistan and China had already been connected via Karakoram Highway land 

route since 1960 but why it is being opposed now?” the National Security Advisor questioned. 

“Kashmir is accepted as a disputed territory with opposition of CPEC,” he added.14 

Similarly, on 8 October, PM Shahid Khaqan Abbasi in an interview with Geo News said 

that India is unleashing baseless propaganda against China Pakistan Economic Corridor and 

nothing good is expected from New Delhi. He said New Delhi was using negative tactics to divert 

the attention of the international community form Kashmir issue. “Pakistan is ready for 

meaningful dialogue with India, despite the fact that nothing good is expected from New Delhi,” 

he said. India is creating baseless propaganda against CPEC, Abbasi maintained. The premier 

further said that Kashmir issue should be resolved according to the aspirations of Kashmiris in 

line with United Nations Security Council resolutions. “Kashmiris should be given right of a 

plebiscite to decide their fate.” Pakistan will continue its moral, political and diplomatic support 

to Kashmiris in their just struggle for the right to self-determination, he added.15 

 Notably, Chinese Foreign Ministry has dismissed US criticism that the CPEC passes 

through disputed territory, the Economic Times reported. On 6 October, Chinese Foreign 

Ministry told the Press Trust of India: "We have repeatedly reiterated that the CPEC is an 

economic cooperation initiative that is not directed against third parties and has nothing to do 

with territorial sovereignty disputes and does not affect China's principled stance on the 

Kashmir issue." It added that over 70 countries and international organisations, including the 

United Nations (UN) General Assembly and UN Security Council, have signed cooperation 

                                                            
13 https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/235277-Pakistan-rejects-US-objections-on-CPEC-route  
14 https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/235464-Pakistans-NSA-Nasir-Janjua-reacts-to-US-objections-on-CPEC-route  
15 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362492  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/china-rejects-us-criticism-of-obor-passing-through-pok/articleshow/60974361.cms
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/235277-Pakistan-rejects-US-objections-on-CPEC-route
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/235464-Pakistans-NSA-Nasir-Janjua-reacts-to-US-objections-on-CPEC-route
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362492
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agreements with Beijing on the OBOR initiative and incorporated it into important 

resolutions.16  

1.3. Allegations of US Support to IS/ Daesh in Afghanistan: A yet another Great Game! 

On 8 October, Former Afghan president Hamid Karzai questioned how ─ under the 

watch of US intelligence and military ─ the militant Islamic State (IS) group emerged in 

Afghanistan over the past few years. "The US came to Afghanistan to bring peace and stability 

and defeat extremism — [yet] we have more of it today. Why? That is what we should be 

discussing," Karzai said. "Clearly bombings, killings, prisons and the harassment of people [in 

Afghanistan] have not worked." Noting that IS emerged in Afghanistan over the past few years, 

Karzai asked: "Who did this under the watch of US intelligence and military in Afghanistan and 

how come?" When asked if he had suspicions that US bases in Afghanistan "were being used", 

the former president said that he had "more than suspicions", claiming that Afghan people had 

approached him and told the him that they are being supplied with helicopters. "[They have 

told me about] how unmarked, non-military coloured helicopters supply these people in not 

just one, but many parts of the country," Karzai said, adding that such reports were coming in 

on a daily basis from the people in Afghanistan and from Afghan government sources. The 

former president concluded that bombs and military action will not bring peace to Afghanistan. 

Instead, he said, Afghans must develop a "mechanism of [their] own to reach to everyone, 

including the Taliban ─ the sons of our soil ─ to seek a settlement."17 

Earlier, there were also signals emanating from Afghanistan that suggested that the US 

is supporting IS/ Daesh in Afghanistan and that the ultra-violent group received material 

support from the US. Earlier the US alleged that Russia was providing arms to Afghan Taliban 

and this was expressed by three top US officials including Army General Curtis Scaparrotti18, 

commander of the U.S. European Command; General John Nicholson19, the head of U.S. and 

                                                            
16 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362486  
17 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362481/how-did-is-emerge-in-afghanistan-under-us-watch-asks-hamid-karzai  
18 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/russia-may-be-helping-supply-taliban-insurgents-u-s-
general-idUSKBN16U234  
19 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/top-u-s-general-in-afghanistan-sees-russia-sending-
weapons-to-taliban-idUSKBN17Q1H2  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1362486
https://www.dawn.com/news/1362481/how-did-is-emerge-in-afghanistan-under-us-watch-asks-hamid-karzai
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/russia-may-be-helping-supply-taliban-insurgents-u-s-general-idUSKBN16U234
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/russia-may-be-helping-supply-taliban-insurgents-u-s-general-idUSKBN16U234
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/top-u-s-general-in-afghanistan-sees-russia-sending-weapons-to-taliban-idUSKBN17Q1H2
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-russia/top-u-s-general-in-afghanistan-sees-russia-sending-weapons-to-taliban-idUSKBN17Q1H2
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international forces in Afghanistan; and the US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.20 Russia has 

denied such allegations21 and so will the US. But apparently, there seems to be yet another 

Great Game in offing in Afghanistan with all its negative consequences not only for the war-

torn country but also for the entire region. In the given circumstances, peace in Afghanistan is 

a pipedream.  

1.4. Developments on Kashmir, Pakistan-India front 

Not only ceasefire violations at LOC are being noted,22 but also violence and unrest in 

Kashmir continues with reports of militant attacks and security forces targeting civilians. 23 Lately, 

a new cycle of protests started in Held Kashmir after growing incidents of braid-chopping in the 

Valley as All-Parties Hurriat Conference gave call for protests and the government arrested or put 

on house arrest top separatists leaders including Mir Waiz Umar Farooq and JKLF chief Yaseen 

Malik in addition to blocking internet.24 

Voices within Indian polity against Indian policy in Kashmir continue to be raised. Lately, 

veteran Bharatiya Janata Party [BJP] leader Yashwant Sinha criticised India’s approach to 

Kashmir. In an interview with The Wire, the former Indian foreign minister said, “I am looking 

at the alienation of the masses of people in Jammu and Kashmir. That is something which 

bothers me the most… We have lost the people emotionally… You just have to visit the valley 

to realise that they have lost faith in us.” He stressed that Pakistan is a necessary third party 

for a resolution of the Kashmir conflict. “If you want a final resolution then we’ll have to involve 

with Pakistan at some point of time… Yes, you can’t carry on with this forever.”25 

On 3 October, Pakistan’s permanent representative to the United Nations Maleeha 

Lodhi told the UN General Assembly warned India against its repeated threats to carry out 

                                                            
20 https://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2017/08/273577.htm  
21 http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/2844695  
22 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1521254/civilian-killed-four-others-injured-india-violates-ceasefire/  
23 https://www.dawn.com/news/1361445/1-soldier-3-suspected-militants-killed-in-indian-kashmir-base-camp-
attack  
24http://indianexpress.com/article/india/restrictions-in-kashmir-as-separatists-call-protest-against-braid-chopping-

4878393/   

25 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1521073/india-lost-kashmir-valley-emotionally-veteran-bjp-leader/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcUEgaidDGE
https://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2017/08/273577.htm
http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/2844695
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1521254/civilian-killed-four-others-injured-india-violates-ceasefire/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361445/1-soldier-3-suspected-militants-killed-in-indian-kashmir-base-camp-attack
https://www.dawn.com/news/1361445/1-soldier-3-suspected-militants-killed-in-indian-kashmir-base-camp-attack
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/restrictions-in-kashmir-as-separatists-call-protest-against-braid-chopping-4878393/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/restrictions-in-kashmir-as-separatists-call-protest-against-braid-chopping-4878393/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1521073/india-lost-kashmir-valley-emotionally-veteran-bjp-leader/
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“surgical strikes” across the Line of Control (LoC), saying Pakistan would effectively respond to 

any Indian aggression. She said, “All I can say to them is: do not underestimate Pakistan’s 

resolve and capacity to defend itself” adding “Any aggression or intervention will meet a 

matching and effective response from our armed forces and the people of Pakistan”. She was 

participating in a debate on the annual report of UN Secretary-General on the work of the 

organisation. The ambassador urged the United Nations and the international community to 

take “urgent” action to prevail on India to stop its open threats to use force amid the prevailing 

tensions between the two countries. Describing the continuing Indian occupation of Jammu 

and Kashmir a travesty of justice, law and morality, the diplomat said the people of occupied 

Kashmir still awaited the implementation of numerous Security Council resolutions, adopted 

some 70 years ago, that promised them their inalienable right to self-determination.26 

Notably, Organization of Islamic Cooperation has raised voice over Indian violation of 

fundamental human rights of the people of held Kashmir in a report released by independent 

permanent human rights commission of the Organization after the recent visit of its fact-finding 

delegation to assess the human rights situation in Occupied Kashmir. The report said people in 

Occupied Kashmir have been deprived of their fundamental rights, including the right to life, 

right to freedom of opinion and expression, freedom of religion, and freedoms of peaceful 

assembly and association. The commission said reports of widespread use of torture of women 

at the hands of Indian forces are particularly condemnable. It contends that the Kashmir 

dispute is not merely a question over territorial jurisdiction between India and Pakistan but it 

concerns about future of millions of people who wish to exercise their inherent and inalienable 

right to self-determination. The commission urged the UN to protect and promote the rights of 

the people of Jammu and Kashmir enabling them to exercise their right to self-determination.27 

On 5 October, Pakistan’s Foreign Office accused India of undermining OBOR initiative 

by perpetrating subversive activities and financing terrorists groups in Pakistan. “The hostility 

towards Pakistan is visible in the statements made by Indian political leadership at various 

levels, particularly those of Prime Minister Modi, NSA Ajit Doval, Manohar Parrikar and many 

                                                            
26 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1522184/indian-adventurism-will-meet-befitting-response-maleeha-lodhi/  
27 https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/234778-OIC-raises-voice-over-Indian-HR-violation-in-occupied-Kashmir  

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1522184/indian-adventurism-will-meet-befitting-response-maleeha-lodhi/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/234778-OIC-raises-voice-over-Indian-HR-violation-in-occupied-Kashmir
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other BJP leaders,” Nafees Zakaria, the spokesperson for Foreign Office, said at weekly briefing. 

He said that the Indian hostile policy towards Pakistan manifested in Indian state’s involvement 

in perpetrating and financing terrorists and subversive activities in Pakistan, creating instability, 

and open Indian statements to sabotage the CPEC initiative – a project beneficial for the entire 

region. According to him, Indian-sponsored terrorist groups in Afghanistan directed terrorist 

activities inside Pakistan and this was no secret. “There are many proofs of Indian use of Afghan 

soil against Pakistan. People from within India are on record to have admitted that TTP, JuA 

and other terrorist groups in Afghanistan are Indian assets, which they use to carry out terrorist 

attacks in Pakistan, and that India would not sever its ties with these terrorists”.28  

On 5 October, Indian Air force chief BS Dhanoa warned Pakistan that India has the 

capability to “locate, fix and strike” targets across the border.  His comments came in response 

to a question on the possibility of Pakistan using tactical nuclear weapons against India. He said 

India’s options were outlined in its nuclear doctrine. “It is answered in that … what happens 

when the enemy decides to use nuclear weapons on us. As far as the IAF is concerned, it has 

the ability to locate, fix and strike and that is not only for tactical nuclear weapons but also for 

other targets across the border.” He said IAF assets weren’t used during the military “surgical 

strikes” on militant camps in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir or in Myanmar last year, but the air 

force is capable of “full spectrum operations”. According to him, the air force has the ability to 

fight a two-front war with China and Pakistan, though the possibility of such a war is low. But 

the enemy’s “intentions can change overnight”, he cautioned.29  

Responding to the statement of Indian Air Force Chief, Foreign Minister Khawaja 

Mohammad Asif, warned that if India launched a surgical strike on the country’s nuclear 

installations, nobody should expect restraint from Pakistan either urging Indian leaders not to 

contemplate such actions as those could have dire consequences. “Indian air chief said we will 

hit, through another surgical strike, Pakistan’s nuclear installations. If that happens, nobody 

                                                            
28 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1523524/us-cant-make-pakistan-scapegoat-failures-afghanistan-fo/  
29 http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iaf-has-the-capability-to-locate-fix-and-strike-across-the-border-
air-chief-marshal-bs-dhanoa/story-Y6IikH9slGYfwrOBPxq6fO.html   

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1523524/us-cant-make-pakistan-scapegoat-failures-afghanistan-fo/
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iaf-has-the-capability-to-locate-fix-and-strike-across-the-border-air-chief-marshal-bs-dhanoa/story-Y6IikH9slGYfwrOBPxq6fO.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iaf-has-the-capability-to-locate-fix-and-strike-across-the-border-air-chief-marshal-bs-dhanoa/story-Y6IikH9slGYfwrOBPxq6fO.html
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should expect restraint form us. That’s the most diplomatic language I can use,” Asif said during 

his talk at United States Institute of Peace.30  

Despite BJP government’s policy of not resuming dialogue process with Pakistan, there 

are increasing voices in India that favour resumption of dialogue process as an only mean to 

resolve issues like that of Kashmir. Former Indian intelligence chief Amarjit Singh Dulat said 

that India has created a “mess” in Kashmir in the past 15 months  adding “It is high time we 

start talking”. Former Research and Analysis Wing head, during a debate with former Pakistani 

head of intelligence Gen Ehsanul Haq in London, reported The Hindu, said “Heavy handedness 

has never worked in Kashmir […] actually it doesn’t work anywhere as we’ve seen  recently in 

Spain. Kashmir needs to be discussed and discussed upfront, not only between us but between 

Delhi and Srinagar.” Former ISI chief Gen Ehsan said, “If left unresolved, it [Kashmir dispute] 

will keep returning as a crisis with increased intensity — there are no problems between the 

It is yet to be seen how the latest storm related to IB would eventually settle, yet one 

thing is abundantly clear that two main federal intelligence agencies are not enjoying best of 

relations as can be witnessed from the comments highlighting tug of war between ISI and IB31  

passed by one of Islamabad High Court judges Shoukat Aziz Siddique who is hearing petition of 

IB employee. Successful political governments of PPP and PML-N made a thought-out efforts to 

empower IB against ISI with the view to curtail influence of ISI as political government feel that 

ISI is too strong to be handled and for curtailing ISI’s political role, empowerment of IB is 

mandatory. However, the neither PPP nor PML-N was able to achieve its objectives due to variety 

of reasons including but not limited to political government’s tendency to use IB for their vested 

narrow political interests. Some observers believe that IB was responsible for leaking a photo of 

one of former PM Nawaz Sharif’s son - appearing before the Joint Investigation Report 

constituted by the Supreme Court to probe panama issue -  to tarnish the image of ISI who was 

given the control/ security of JIT sites and documents. Regarding latest developments, who 

knows its civil-military tussle operationalized at this level. Although it is too early to comment 

                                                            
30 https://www.dawn.com/news/1362001/pakistan-warns-india-against-targeting-its-n-installations  
31 https://www.dawn.com/news/1360501  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1362001/pakistan-warns-india-against-targeting-its-n-installations
https://www.dawn.com/news/1360501


16 | P a g e  

 

PICSS, Islamabad     © Copyright 2017.                                  All rights reserved.  

who exactly is behind current saga, yet it is clear that both the main intelligence agencies are the 

loggerhead with its negative implications across the system.  

2. Section-B: Anti-State Violence: Militants Strike in Balochistan  

After failing to strike during Ashura processions across the country and still finding less 

space to exploit, the militants have managed to strike in remote Jhal Magsi district on religious 

shrine that belonged to Shia community as the week witnessed six militant attacks in which 22 

people were killed and 35 others were injured. Out of these six attacks, four were reported from 

Balochistan including a suicide attack.  Self-explanatory tables and figures below show the 

comparison with previous weeks, geographical distribution of militant attacks, types of militant 

attacks, geographical impact and types of attacks and their impact.  

In a suicide attack in Jhal Magsi strict of Balochistan, at least 20 people were killed and 26 

others were injured with some of them serious when a suicide bomber blew himself up at the 

entrance of Dargah Pir Rakhel Shah in Jhal Magsi on Thursday. The bomber struck the Shia shrine 

packed with worshippers in a remote village of the district in an apparent sectarian attack. The 

attacker detonated his explosives vest when he was stopped for a routine search by a police 

officer guarding the shrine. The Islamic State Khorasan Province (Daesh) has since released a 

statement claiming the attack, according to the US-based monitoring group SITE. SSP Jhal Magsi 

Muhammad Iqbal said five children, a woman and one police officer were among those 20 people 

killed in the bombing.  

A day earlier, on Wednesday, Information Secretary of the National Party (NP) Jan Buledi 

survived an armed attack while his son Keeya Buledi, nephew Asif and Levies guard Zahid 

received injuries they were going to Turbat from his hometown Buleda when their vehicle came 

under fire by unidentified motorcyclists. No group claimed responsibility of the attack. On 

Saturday, three Frontier Corps (FC) personnel were injured when a landmine exploded near 

security forces vehicle in in Kalera area of Dera Bugti. On the same day in Quetta, militants hurled 

a hand grenade on a church in Quetta, however, no casualty was reported in the incident. 

According to media reports, the unidentified men threw a hand grenade on a church at Shah 

Zaman Road which went off soon after touching its roof.  
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In FATA, a junior commissioned officer (JCO) of the army was killed in an attack carried 

out by militants from across the Afghan border on a security check-post in the Sandana area of 

Sipah in the Tirah Valley on Tuesday. This is the second such attack in this particular region in a 

fortnight as earlier a young Lieutenant of Pakistan Army was killed in such attack. In KPK, a man 

was killed and two others were injured in a remote-controlled blast on Monday. The blast 

targeted a Peace Council member Ahmed Zeb car in the Ghat area of Malam Jabba town in Swat 

district. Zeb;s car was targeted when he was travelling with his father and two other people to 

Mingora from his home. Zeb's father was killed and the two others were seriously wounded in 

the attack. 

Table 1: Province wise militant attacks of the week (1-7 Oct 2017) 

Region No  
Deaths Injuries 

Arst  Kdnp 
SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

Balochistan 4 2 0 0 18 20 4 0 0 28 32 0 0 

FATA 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

KPK 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 

Total 6 3 0 0 19 22 5 0 0 30 35 0 0 

 

Figure 1: Geographical distribution (%) of militant attacks (1-7 Oct 2017) 

 
 

  

Balochistan
67%

FATA
16%

KPK
17%



18 | P a g e  

 

PICSS, Islamabad     © Copyright 2017.                                  All rights reserved.  

Figure 2: Weekly comparison of Militant Attacks  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Table 2: Type of Attacks and their impact (1-7 Oct 2017) 

Type   
No 

Killed Injured 
 Arst Kdnp 

SFP RZ M C Total SFP2 RZ2 M2 C2 Total 

GrA 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

IED 2 0 0 0 1 1 3 0 0 2 5 0 0 

MA 2 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 4 0 0 

SA 1 2 0 0 18 20 0 0 0 26 26 0 0 

Total 6 3 0 0 19 22 5 0 0 30 35 0 0 
 

Figure 3: Geographical impact of militant attacks (1-7 Oct 2017) 
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Figure 4: Type of Attacks and their Impact on human lives (1-7 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Section-C: State’s Counter Insurgency Efforts: Police’s Questionable Encounters   

During the week, five security forces actions were reported in which five suspected 

militants were killed while one was apprehended. Self-explanatory regional distribution of 

security forces actions and resultant impact along with listing of affected districts is given in 

figures and tables below.  

In Balochistan, security forces claimed to have foiled a terror bid and seized a large 

number of ammunitions in Nisahu area of Barkhan district on Monday. According to Levies 

sources, on a tip off, personnel of security forces carried out a search operation in the area and 

seized a large number of ammunitions from a cave. Levies sources said that ammunitions 

including 21, 82mm mortar shell, a 120mm mortar shell, an anti-tank mine, a heavy machine gun, 

15 meters of detonator cable and 13 bullets of machine guns were recovered which were to be 

used for militant activities in the country by unknown suspects. Similarly, ISPR has separately 

claimed on Saturday that a huge quantity of weapons, including explosives, was seized during 

search operations conducted by security forces in different areas of Balochistan 

In Punjab, an alleged activist of banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), who was 

involved in terror activities and killing of a security man in Swat, was apprehended from 

Hassanabdal area of Attock district. 
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In Sindh, a suspected militant linked with the banned Lashkar-i-Jhangvi, who was allegedly 

planning to carry out major acts of terrorism in the city, was gunned down in an ‘encounter’ with 

a joint team of police and Intelligence Bureau in Khwaja Ajmer Nagri in the early hours of 

Thursday. However, his two accomplices escaped, officials said. “District Central police and 

Intelligence Bureau carried out a joint operation in Khwaja Ajmer Nagri and killed one terrorist 

linked with the LJ while his two accomplices fled,” said Karachi West Zone DIG Zulfiqar Larik. ‘The 

suspect was involved in Punjab home minister’s killing’ speaking at a press conference at his 

office, the senior officer said the IB had provided an intelligence report that some militants linked 

with the LeJ’s Qari Sohail group were present in the area and were planning major acts of 

terrorism. As a joint team of the IB and the police raided the hideout, the suspected militants 

resorted to firing and in the ensuing encounter, Saad was killed while his accomplices, identified 

as Maulvi Yunus, ‘emir’ of the LeJ group, and ‘doctor’ Rehan escaped into the darkness. Several 

hand grenades, six TT pistols, one rifle, three sets of walkie-talkies and other arms and 

ammunition were found in their custody. Separately, Malir Senior Superintendent of Police Rao 

Anwaar claimed killing four terrorists associated with al-Qaeda Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) Saeed 

Loha and Ibraheem Afia group in an exchange of gunfire in Gulshan-e-Maymar, off Northern 

Bypass on Saturday. SSP Anwaar claimed that the police were tipped off about the presence of 

AQIS  Saeed Loha and Ibraheem Afia group terrorists in the Gulshan-e-Maymar area and that 

they were planning to carry out attacks in Karachi. Acting on the information, when a heavy 

contingent of police reached near the hideout, the militants opened fire on the police and in the 

resultant four-hour-long shootout four militants were killed. He said the police recovered 

weapons, including one sniper rifle and three pistols from their possession. 

Reportedly, an investigation into the killing of five terrorists in an encounter with the 

Malir police on September 28 has revealed that three of the terrorists were associated with 

Jamaat-e-Islami’s (JI) student organisation, the Islami Jamiat-e-Talba (IJT). After the shootout, 

Malir Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Rao Anwaar had told The News that police raided 

an under construction building behind Anara Garden, off the Super Highway to arrest the 

suspects planning to attack a Muharram procession using an IED packed vehicle. SSP Anwaar 

had identified two of the suspects; one as Mohammed Amir Sharif, a wanted al-Qaeda Indian 

Subcontinent (AQIS) terrorist, and the other as Mohammad.  Talking to The News on Friday, an 
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official privy to the case said the remaining three terrorists killed on September 28 were 

identified as Qari Amjad, Ammar Hashmi and Murli. The official, who requested anonymity, 

said the suspects had remained part of the JI’s student wing, IJT, in the past and had later joined 

AQIS. He said the trio had gone to Afghanistan for militancy training while they were students, 

adding that Ammar went to Afghanistan for training thrice. However, an insider familiar with 

affairs of JI and its sister concern IJT, claimed that the security agencies detained Qari Amjad, 

Amaar Hashmi and Murli from their homes, and killed them in a fake encounter. Amir of 

Jamaat-e-Islami Karachi  Hafiz Naimur Rehaman alleged that these were JI workers who were 

taken from their houses two-three years ago and were killed in a fake encounter on Sept 28. 

He added that their heirs have also registered complaints regarding their missing with the 

police, Rangers and army, besides proceeding with their cases in the courts.32 

PICSS could not confirm whether reported police encounter was a real one or fake, 

however, there are numerous incidents in which police is blamed of carrying out fake police 

encounters to eliminate militants. It has been observed that security forces have adopted a policy 

of eliminating militants in such encounters particularly those associated with sectarian Lashker-

e-Jhangvi as top leadership of the militant outfit had been eliminated in such encounters. One of 

the possible reasons behind this policy is close nexus and partnership between LeJ and Daesh 

and the former is considered to be a local partner of the former. State seems to have adopted a 

ruthless policy against Daesh.  In the presence of constitutionally mandated military courts, such 

encounters are a stigma and create more unrest in the society and should be resisted.  

Table 3: Province wise break up of Security Forces Actions (1-7 Oct 2017) 

  
Region  

  
No 

Killed Injured   
Arst SFP RZ M C Total SFP2 RZ2 M2 C2 Total 

Balochistan 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Punjab 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Sindh  2 0 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 5 0 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 1 
 

  

                                                            
32 https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/235209-AQIS-terrorists-were-from-JIs-student-wing  

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/235209-AQIS-terrorists-were-from-JIs-student-wing
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Figure 5: Regional distribution of SFAs and their impact (1-7 Oct 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: List of Affected districts (1-7 Oct 2017)  

Region District  SFAs MAs 

Balochistan 

Barkhan 1  

Dera Bugti  1 

Jhal Maghsi  1 

Kech  1 

Kohlu 1  

Quetta  1 

    

FATA Khyber Agency  1 

    

KPK Swat  1 

    

Punjab Attock 1  

    

Sindh Karachi 2  

Total 5 6 

 


